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Look at the picture below.

Sometimes we are not able to do what we had planned on doing.

Write a personal narrative about a time when you had to change your plans because
something unexpected happened. Be sure to write about your experience in detail and
describe how your experience was important to you.

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been
changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




STAAR Grade 7 Personal Narrative

Score Point 1

The narrative represents a very limited writing performance.

QOrganization/Progression

a The form or structure of the narrative is inappropriate to the purpose or the specific
demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or literary devices
that are only marginally suited to the narrative task, or they are inappropriate or
not evident at all. Because the narrative is presented in a random or illogical way,
the writer is not able to convey a sense of the experience.

0 Many of the details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer’s lack of focus on
a specific personal experience weakens the unity and coherence of the narrative.

0 The writer’s narrative presentation is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the story line. At other times the lack of transitions
and sentence-to-sentence connections makes one or more parts of the narrative
unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

0 The development of the narrative is weak because the details are inappropriate,
vague, or insufficient. They do not contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the
experience.

a The narrative is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is vague
or confused. In some cases, the narrative as a whole is only weakly linked to the
prompt. In other cases, the writer fails to establish a realistic situation, present
motivations for behavior or actions, or show any awareness of changes or insights
that developed as a result of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no awareness
of the narrative purpose. The word choice impedes the writer’s ability to relate the
experience clearly or to convey a sense of its importance or meaning.

o Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, weakening the effectiveness of
the narrative.

o The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-appropriate
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and
persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and sometimes
interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 1
This narrative is focused on the difficulties encountered when a closed exit threatened the writer's
arrival at a soccer party. The writer provides some details regarding the reason for leaving early, the
difficulty involved in finding a new route, and the importance of attending the party, but minimal

development hinders the writer's portrayal of the experience. In addition, the absence of sentence

boundaries indicates the writer's inability to construct basic sentences, resulting in a very limited
writing performance.
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Score Point 1

This very limited writing performance is focused on a time when the writer’s family had to cancel
their plans to eat at a Chinese restaurant due to the brother’s motorcycle accident. The writer
maintains an appropriate narrative form, but minimal development and repetition of the idea "he was
in the hospital" weaken the presentation of the experience. In addition, persistent errors in spelling,
grammar, and sentence boundaries create disruptions in the fluency of the writing.
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Score Point 1

This composition is a fictional story of a road trip the writer takes with her husband of 60 years and of the
automobile accident that kills him. Although the story is a narrative, it is inappropriate to the purpose and the
specific demands of the prompt, which require that the writer produce a narrative based on a personal experience.
Because the writer fails to establish a realistic situation, this response cannot be considered a personal narrative.
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Score Point 1

The writer of this very limited response recounts a time when his plan to go swimming was threatened by the
probability that he would be going to church instead. The writer begins the composition in the narrative form;
however, a significant portion of the response is a non-narrative complaint about church attendance. This
organizational strategy is inappropriate to the narrative task because it causes the writer to lose focus on the
experience he is attempting to relate (going swimming). Overall, the writer’s response to the prompt is confused.
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Score Point 2

The narrative represents a basic writing performance.

Organization/Progression

a The form or structure of the narrative is evident but may not always be appropriate
to the purpose or responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses
organizational strategies or literary devices that are only somewhat suited to the
narrative task. The writer is able to convey some sense of the experience but may
not be able to communicate its importance or meaning.

0 Some details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer may focus on a specific
personal experience but may not sustain that focus, limiting the unity and
coherence of the narrative.

o The writer's narrative presentation is inconsistent. Sometimes repetition or
wordiness causes minor disruptions in the story line. At other times transitions and
sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or weak to support the

logical movement of the narrative or establish a link between the experience and its
meaning.

Development of Ideas

0 The development of the narrative is minimal and remains at a surface level because
there are few details, they are not always appropriate, or they are too general. For
the most part, the details contribute only marginally to the writer’s portrayal of the
experience and provide the reader with little or no understanding of why this
experience was meaningful.

o The narrative reflects little or no thoughtfuiness. In some cases, the writer's
response to the prompt is formulaic and demonstrates only a limited understanding
of the writing task. In other cases, the writer establishes some elements of a
realistic situation but may provide few motivations for behavior or actions. In
addition, the writer may not address changes or insights that developed as a result
of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

0 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic awareness
of the narrative purpose. The word choice limits the writer’s ability to relate the
experience clearly or to convey a sense of its importance or meaning.

o Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, limiting the effectiveness of
the narrative.

o The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the
fluency or meaning of the writing.

Texas Education Agency
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Score Point 2
In this response about going to a movie with friends, the writer recounts how the day’s plans were changed to

include a trip to the mall before the movie. However, the development of the narrative is minimal and remains at a
surface level. In addition, many of the details included contribute only marginally to the writer’s portrayal of the
experience, providing the reader with no real understanding of why this experience was meaningful. Overall, this

personal narrative represents a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

This basic narrative is an account of a family vacation to Disneyland that was overshadowed by
deaths in the family. The writer maintains an appropriate narrative form, relating how plans were
changed when the family had to attend two funerals before driving to California. The writer
establishes some elements of a realistic situation by mentioning who died and when, but the writer

includes few details as he moves quickly from one event to the next. In addition, the writer’s general
word choice limits his portrayal of the experience and its importance to him.
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Score Point 2

In this basic writing performance, the writer describes a time she planned to go to a party, but her parents surprised
her with a trip to New Zealand. Although the writer organizes the events chronologically, some of the details
(eating a snack, doing homework, playing Xbox) do not contribute to the narrative because they serve only to lead
up to the day’s surprise announcement. In addition, the writer does not describe what occurred to bring about the
personal changes and insights she gained from the New Zealand trip (When I got back I was a better person and

was well matured). Overall, development remains at a surface level and provides the reader with only a limited
understanding of the experience.
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Score Point 2

In this basic writing performance, the writer focuses on his first time snowboarding while visiting his
grandparents in Nevada. A knee injury forces his plans to change, and he is left to watch television
while his family continues to ski. The writer includes some specific details about the snowboarding
experience and the minor pain that worsens to feeling “like a bonfire” inside of his twisted knee.
Word choice is appropriate and conventions are adequate. However, although it is easy for the reader
to imagine the disappointment of a ruined vacation, the writer does not address any changes or
insights that developed as a result of this experience. This lack of reflection prevents the response
from reaching a score of 3.
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Score Point 3

The narrative represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q@ The form or structure of the narrative is, for the most part, appropriate to the
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses
organizational strategies or literary devices that are adequately suited to the
narrative task. The writer is able to clearly convey the experience and adequately
communicate its importance or meaning.

0 Most details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer focuses on a
specific personal experience and generally sustains that focus. The narrative is
coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus.

o The writer’s narrative presentation is adequately controlled. For the most part,
transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to
support the logical movement of the narrative and establish a link between the
experience and its meaning.

Development of Ideas

o Specific details add some substance to the narrative. For the most part, these
details contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the experience and provide the reader
with some understanding of why this experience was meaningful.

0 The narrative reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer demonstrates a good
understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic situation, providing
reasonable motivations for behavior or actions, and addressing (at least to some
degree) changes or insights that developed as a result of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, specific and concrete. It reflects an
awareness of the narrative purpose. Generally effective word choice allows the
writer to relate the experience clearly and to convey some sense of its importance
or meaning.

o Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part contributing to
the effectiveness of the narrative.

o The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in the
fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of the narrative.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 3

This response focuses on a change of plans at a robotics competition. Meaningful transitions and |
sufficient sentence-to-sentence connections support the logical movement of the narrative as the
writer anticipates victory on the way to San Angelo, practices with the team just prior to the
competition, suddenly learns of her grandmother's death, and leaves the competition to return home.
Specific details add some substance to the narrative, and the writer provides a brief but thoughtful
reflection on the importance of the day’s events. Although the development could be stronger in
places, the writer's word choice and control of sentences and conventions enhance the overall
effectiveness of the narrative, resulting in a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer begins the response by directly addressing the reader to convey
his feelings of frustration and disappointment when a family trip to the water park is cancelled because of a storm.
Specific details contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the experience, and some thoughtfulness is evident as the
writer recalls his emotions as events unfold (went to bed with high hopes and dreams; couldn't believe my awful
luck). The writer’s word choice throughout the response is generally effective, allowing him to clearly convey not
only the experience but also the insights he developed as a result of it. Although some minor spelling errors are
evident, they do not affect the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the narrative.
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Score Point 3

In this response the writer focuses on a time when a thunderstorm canceled the family’s plans to go to
the Sun Palace for his stepdad’s birthday. The writer begins the narrative with the thunderstorm and
then uses a flashback to tell the story of how he and his mother made the birthday plans. The writer
uses specific details and dialogue to move the narrative forward and to establish what motivated them
to make the day special. At the end of the composition, the writer addresses a lesson he learned as a
result of the experience. Word choice is generally effective, and sentences and conventions are
adequately controlled.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer’s plans to attend a movie are canceled when her father is
hospitalized after being injured at work. The writer uses appropriate transitions and sentence-to-sentence
connections to make the narrative coherent, moving logically from her excitement about attending a new movie to
the unexpected phone call from her mother to her rushed trip to the hospital to her relief at discovering that her
father was okay. The writer is able to clearly relate the experience and adequately communicate its importance by

using language that conveys the fear she felt (I was in shock; I didn’t know what to do; I ran down the hall as fast
as I could).
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Score Point 4

The narrative represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

]

]

The form or structure of the narrative is appropriate to the purpose and responsive
to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or
literary devices that are particularly well suited to the narrative task. The writer is
able to skillfully convey the experience and communicate its importance or
meaning.

All details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer focuses on a
specific personal experience and sustains that focus, strengthening the unity and
coherence of the narrative.

The writer’s narrative presentation is well controlled. Meaningful transitions and
strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the logical movement of the
narrative and reinforce the link between the experience and its meaning.

Development of Ideas

Q

Q

Specific, well-chosen details add substance to the narrative. These details
contribute significantly to the writer’s portrayal of the experience and provide the
reader with a clear understanding of why this experience was meaningful.

The narrative is thoughtful and engaging. The writer demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic situation, providing
plausible motivations for behavior or actions, and revealing changes or insights that
developed as a result of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

a

The writer’s word choice is vivid and expressive. It reflects a keen awareness of the
narrative purpose. Effective word choice enables the writer to recreate the
experience in a way that conveys its importance or meaning.

Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the effectiveness
of the narrative.

The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency or
clarity of the writing. The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the
effectiveness of the narrative.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Pomt 4
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer focuses on her reaction to being sidelined for the biggest
volleyball tournament of the season. The narrative presentation is well controlled, and the writer’s effective word
choice enables her to skillfully communicate her changing feelings—from her initial frustration about being
injured to her gradual acceptance of being sidelined. In the conclusion the writer not only recognizes that everyone
has a strength and a weakness but also applies this insight to her own life, adding depth to the experience and
conveying its importance. Although minor errors in spelling are evident, they do not detract from the fluency or
clarity of the writing,
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Score Point 4
This writer of this accomplished narrative focuses on the time his championship baseball game was
canceled due to rain. The writer’s engaging introduction, use of specific details, and inclusion of
vivid description contribute significantly to the portrayal of the events of the day, providing the
reader with a clear understanding of the insights the writer developed as a result of his experience.
The purposeful, well-controlled sentences and strong conventions enhance the effectiveness of the
narrative. Overall, the writer demonstrates a thorough understanding of the narrative writing task.
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Score Point 4
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer offers a well-controlled narrative about the time her family
had to cancel a trip to the fair because she left the stove on at home. Meaningful transitions enhance the logical
movement of the narrative and reinforce the link between the experience and its meaning (Little did we know;
From that scary day on). Vivid and expressive word choice adds substance to the narrative and enables the writer
to recreate the experience in a way that conveys its importance.
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Score Point 4

The writer of this thoughtful narrative remembers how she learned to be positive and face her fears
after a medical emergency involving her grandmother. Meaningful transitions and strong sentence-to-
sentence connections enhance the logical movement of the narrative. Specific, well-chosen details
contribute significantly to the writer’s portrayal of the experience and provide the reader with a clear
understanding of why this experience was meaningful. Vivid word choice, purposeful and well-
controlled sentences, and strong conventions contribute to the overall effectiveness of this narrative.



