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Look at the picture below.
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Friends are an important part of our lives.
Write about a time you spent with a special friend.
Be sure to —

* write about a personal experience

* organize your writing

¢ develop your ideas in detail

e choose your words carefully

* use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been
changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




STAAR Grade 4 Personal Narrative

Score Point 1

The narrative represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

a The form or structure of the narrative is inappropriate to the purpose or the
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or
literary devices that are only marginally suited to the narrative task, or they
are inappropriate or not evident at all. Because the narrative is presented in
a random or illogical way, the writer is not able to convey a sense of the
experience.

a Many of the details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer’s lack of
focus on a specific personal experience weakens the unity and coherence of
the narrative.

0 The writer’'s narrative presentation is weak. Repetition or wordiness
sometimes causes serious disruptions in the story line. At other times the
lack of transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections makes one or more
parts of the narrative unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

o The development of the narrative is weak because the details are
inappropriate, vague, or insufficient. They do not contribute to the writer’s
portrayal of the experience.

o The narrative is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the narrative as a whole is only weakly
linked to the prompt. In other cases, the writer fails to establish a realistic
situation or present motivations for behavior or actions.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer's word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no
awareness of the narrative purpose. The word choice impedes the writer’s
ability to relate the experience clearly.

o Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, weakening the
effectiveness of the narrative.

a The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 1

The writer focuses on the value of friendship but uses an organizational strategy that is not suited to the
narrative task. The writer develops the response by explaining how to find a friend, make a friend, and
have fun with a friend. Because the composition is an expository piece rather than a personal narrative,
the response is inappropriate to the purpose for writing, resulting in a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1
This narrative is a fantasy about a trip to Mars. Although the story is a narrative, it is inappropriate to
the specific demands of the prompt because the writer does not establish a realistic situation. Overall,
the writer’s response to the prompt is confused and results in a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1

The writer recounts an afternoon spent with Isaiah. Although the writer maintains an appropriate
narrative form, the presentation of events is weak because many details do not contribute to the
narrative. The focus is going to the pool to swim, but the writer’s inclusion of events before swimming
and after the boys part company weakens the coherence of the piece. In addition, the writer’s control of
conventions is weak, specifically with regard to sentence boundaries. The absence of punctuation
reveals the writer’s inability to construct basic sentences. Serious and persistent errors create
disruptions in the fluency of the narrative and result in a very limited writing performance.



STAAR Grade 4
Spring 2012 Personal Narrative - 4

mniso N !1Das % (my;*ér He e

Sh—h— ,__,\,\‘*‘ Gabnella ‘?3?,'\1L ol I.ng\ggm-

" Gabnella (—-Q_. A the COIC ) O a5
Q&‘\‘OY\Q Lg)e««hr.‘ A mr »S'  Gabriela 562\, Gab-
riella ¢~y ¢\ TRe. T 8YVE Iherdng 1) .

CO0bS Sncur bk Peng Siits. Top] Tan! |

! Jap Tg‘i)l Tg% Ta:)& 122%1 LY Lo s
Mg ng ' st EBr2end e
.SC&J’)(GJ\.:_;&P R N 1“\?{" T C@él

»
o e <, T.Q;P@fd: ° e 1od ‘j“’h Gabriella. 4
.‘O zY\G Dlaces buj“’ NA
\ m,\/u)vﬂ\ Gabriella ? le

T Ernie L—(‘mn ‘SV\%_\_‘ W14 (9.6 A

H‘\ TN ?_ o<, ‘g\é’/ s MQ =

et L my \\p%nr&_l at

U Wl never Yorget Hhe 4o Sz ent

th cabiela o SE WU e SHh me Toren
e, ‘

i

,.4
la

Score Point 1

In this very limited narrative presentation, the writer attempts to describe a time when she attended a
pool party with a friend. The writer uses sound effects and dialogue to set the scene for the pool party,
but then she abruptly abandons the narrative. In the last half of the response, the writer makes a series
of repetitive and wordy general statements about spending time in "cool" places and never forgetting
the time with her friend. These statements disrupt the story line and fail to convey a sense of the
writer’s experience at the pool party.




STAAR Grade 4 Personal Narrative

Score Point 2

The narrative represents a basic writing performance.

Qrganization/Progression

o The form or structure of the narrative is evident but may not always be
appropriate to the purpose or responsive to the specific demands of the
prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or literary devices that are
only somewhat suited to the narrative task. The writer is able to convey
some sense of the experience.

o Some details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer may focus on a
specific personal experience but may not sustain that focus, limiting the unity
and coherence of the narrative.

o The writer’s narrative presentation is inconsistent. Sometimes repetition or
wordiness causes minor disruptions in the story line. At other times
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or
weak to support the logical movement of the narrative.

Development of Ideas

o The development of the narrative is minimal and remains at a surface level
because there are few details, they are not always appropriate, or they are
too general. For the most part, the details contribute only marginally to the
writer’s portrayal of the experience.

o The narrative reflects little or no thoughtfulness. In some cases, the writer’s
response to the prompt is formulaic and demonstrates only a limited
understanding of the writing task. In other cases, the writer establishes some
elements of a realistic situation but may provide few motivations for behavior
or actions. The narrative conveys little sense of why the experience was
important to the writer.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer's word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic
awareness of the narrative purpose. The word choice limits the writer’s ability
to relate the experience clearly.

0 Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, limiting the
effectiveness of the narrative.

o The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.
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Score Point 2

In this basic writing performance, the writer attempts to focus on the time she attended her friend Lauren’s birthday
party. Although there is a “loose” narrative, the writer does not always maintain an appropriate form. In the second
and third paragraphs, for example, the writer shifts into expository writing with facts about Lauren and the history
of their friendship. Although the writer returns to the narrative in the last two paragraphs and provides a few details
about the party and the gift, these details remain at a surface level, causing the development to be minimal. Overall,
the writer has only a limited understanding of the writing task and conveys little sense of why the experience was

important. In addition, the word choice is general, though the writer demonstrates an adequate command of
conventions.
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Score Point 2

In this narrative about a trip to Six Flags, the writer focuses on the experience of spending the day with
Chan. The events are organized in a clear, chronological order, and the writer demonstrates adequate
control of conventions. However, development of the narrative is minimal because the writer includes
very few details about the day's events. More specific development and some evidence of
thoughtfulness would be needed to help the reader better understand the experience or its importance.
This response represents a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

In this composition about time spent at a sleepover with a godsister, the writer does not always maintain
an appropriate narrative form. There is an attempt to present events in chronological order, but the
progression stalls when the writer pauses during the narrative to describe Makayla’s physical traits.
Some specific details about the evening's activities and entertainment are provided, but they are
presented in a list-like manner. The flow of the paper is further hindered by simple, repetitive sentence
structure (Then we...Then we...). The narrative reflects little thoughtfulness, but the writer is able to

convey some sense of the experience. Word choice is simple, but the overall conventions are acceptable
for this basic writing performance.
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The writer of this response describes a b1rthday party at Dave & Buster's and maintains an appropriate
narrative form suited to the demands of the prompt. Although the writer attempts to present events in
chronological order, the flow of the narrative is often disrupted by the limited control of conventions.
The writer and her friend engage in a series of competitions, but the sequencing of events is unclear in
places due to surface-level details, repetitive word choice (I beat her at it...she knows she can beat me
at it but I finally beat her), and many unwieldy sentences. However, despite the awkward sentence

control, the writer is able to convey some sense of the experience. Overall, this response reflects a basic
writing performance.




STAAR Grade 4 Personal Narrative

Score Point 3

The narrative represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

a The form or structure of the narrative is, for the most part, appropriate to
the purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The
writer uses organizational strategies or literary devices that are adequately
suited to the narrative task. The writer is able to clearly convey the
experience.

0 Most details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer
focuses on a specific personal experience and generally sustains that focus.
The narrative is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor
lapses in focus.

0 The writer’s narrative presentation is adequately controlled. For the most
part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are
sufficient to support the logical movement of the narrative.

Development of Ideas

o Specific details add some substance to the narrative. For the most part,
these details contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the experience.

a The narrative reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer demonstrates a good
understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic situation and
providing reasonable motivations for behavior or actions. The narrative
conveys some sense of why the experience was important to the writer.

Use of Language/Conventions

0 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, specific and concrete. It
reflects an awareness of the narrative purpose. Generally effective word
choice allows the writer to relate the experience clearly.

o Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the narrative.

0 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any)
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of
the narrative.

Texas Education Agency
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Fall 2011
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Score Point 3

The writer of this satisfactory writing performance focuses on a common experience: eating and playing
tag at McDonalds. Meaningful transitions and sufficient sentence-to-sentence connections support the
logical movement from one activity at the restaurant to the next. Specific word choice, especially in the
description of the game of tag, reflects the writer's awareness of the narrative purpose. The control of
sentence structure and conventions enhances the presentation of this narrative.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer describes a time he and his friend explored a nearby
creek. The writer organizes the narrative by moving logically from one location to another as he and
Brian investigated the tunnel, the trees, and the stream. For each location the writer provides specific
details that add some substance to the narrative and contribute to the authenticity of the writer's

portrayal of the experience. Overall, the writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence
boundaries and conventions, although some minor errors are evident.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory writing performance about riding a train to Oklahoma, the writer immediately
engages the reader by setting the scene at the train station, beginning with the question "Mom, where
are the tickets?" followed by a detailed description of waiting for the train. In fact, the writer uses
description effectively throughout the narrative. The specific word choice used to describe the train's
arrival, the conductor's uniform, and the travelers' observations add some substance to the narrative,
allowing the writer to establish a realistic situation and provide reasonable motivations for the girls’

behavior. Although minor spelling errors are evident, they do not disrupt the fluency of the writing or
the clarity of the narrative.
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Score Point 3

Drawing on the experience of working on a science project with a partner picked by the teacher, the writer focuses
on getting to know a new friend. The writer adequately controls the narrative presentation. Some thoughtfulness is
evident as the writer recalls discovering the things the classmates have in common: music, Snickers, and having
few friends. In the fourth paragraph, the writer overuses the superlative "best" in the attempt to convey the
importance of the experience; nevertheless, the reader understands the significance of the budding friendship in this
satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 4

The narrative represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q

Q

Q

The form or structure of the narrative is appropriate to the purpose and
responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses
organizational strategies or literary devices that are particularly well suited to
the narrative task. The writer is able to skillfully convey the experience.

All details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer focuses
on a specific personal experience and sustains that focus, strengthening the
unity and coherence of the narrative.

The writer’s narrative presentation is well controlled. Meaningful transitions
and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the logical movement
of the narrative.

Development of Ideas

Q

Specific, well-chosen details add substance to the narrative. These details
contribute significantly to the writer’s portrayal of the experience.

The narrative is thoughtful and engaging. The writer demonstrates a
thorough understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic
situation and providing plausible motivations for behavior or actions. The
narrative conveys a good sense of why the experience was important to the
writer.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

=]

The writer’s word choice is vivid and expressive. It reflects a keen awareness
of the narrative purpose. Effective word choice enables the writer to recreate
the experience in a way that conveys its importance.

Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the narrative.

The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from
the fluency or clarity of the writing. The overall strength of the conventions
contributes to the effectiveness of the narrative.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 4

With the declaration that “We’re off to Victory Camp,” followed by a colorful description of the bus
ride, the writer effectively engages the reader and establishes the setting and context for this narrative
about going to camp. After using the first part of the response to describe the bus ride and check-in
process, the writer then narrows her focus to the rowing incident. The writer’s presentation of this
incident is well controlled, and the tight focus on a specific personal experience strengthens the unity of
the narrative. Specific, well-chosen details, such' as the writer’s expression of emotions throughout this
challenging experience, add substance to the narrative; and the transitions from the girls’ initial
enthusiasm to their panic to their relief allow the reader to understand the importance of the experience.

The overall strength of word choice and conventions also contributes to the effectiveness of this
accomplished writing performance.
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Score Point 4 ‘

In this accomplished writing performance, the writer offers a well-controlled narrative about a school dance and a
sleepover with her best friend Olivia. The writer wastes no space, launching right into the narrative from the first
sentence and using specific details to add substance and skillfully convey the experience. Meaningful transitions
and a variety of sentence structures result in a narrative that flows well from one event to the next. There is some

thoughtful reflection about the joys of this friendship, and the writer demonstrates a consistent command of
conventions.
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Score Point 4

This accomplished writing performance focuses on the day the writer and his friend Owen conquered their mutual
fear of a gigantic waterslide. The writer uses a range of emotions to move the reader smoothly through the story.
The writer's feelings transition from anxiety before the ride begins to elation once the ride is over; this type of
development provides the narrative with substance and depth as well as a sense of authenticity. Vivid, expressive
word choice (the lifeguard pushed us in the pitch black tunnel of doom) and well-controlled sentences allow the
writer to craft a skillfully paced narrative that is engaging and thoughtful. A keen awareness of the narrative task is

evident, and at the story's conclusion, the writer is able to clearly convey why the experience with Owen was
important.
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Score Point 4

In this concise, accomplished writing performance, the writer focuses on the events leading up to an afternoon with
her friend Lillian. Although there is not much action in this narrative, the story is skillfully crafted, providing a
sense of the girls’ joyful affection for each other. In addition, the effective use of dialogue and vivid, expressive
word choice enable the writer to recreate the experience in a way that conveys its importance. The writer's well-
controlled sentences and consistent command of conventions contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative.



