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Grade 7 Writing
Expository Prompt

READ the information in the box below.

Students at Purdy High School in Missouri decided
to work together to create a recycling center.
Within four years they had helped improve the
environment in their town and raised $6,000 for
school activities and scholarships.

THINK carefully about how much people can accomplish when 
they work together.

WRITE an essay explaining the importance of working with
other people.

Be sure to —

• clearly state your controlling idea
• organize and develop your explanation effectively
• choose your words carefully
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and

sentences



STAAR Modified Grade 7 Expository Writing

Score Point 1  

The essay represents a very limited writing performance. 

Organization/Progression  

❏ The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies that are 
only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are inappropriate or not 
evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational structure causes the 
essay to lack clarity and direction.  

❏ Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
controlling idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain 
focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly from 
idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.  

❏ The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes 
causes serious disruptions in the essay. At other times the lack of transitions and 
sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a random 
or illogical way, making the essay unclear or difficult to follow.  

Development of Ideas  

❏ The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer uses 
details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.  

❏ The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is vague or 
confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to the 
prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task.  

Use of Language/Conventions  

❏ The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no awareness 
of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone appropriate to the task. 
The word choice may impede the quality and clarity of the essay.  

❏ Sentences are very awkward or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay.  

❏ The writer no command of sentence boundaries and/or little or no command of 
spelling. Serious and persistent errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and 
usage conventions may create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and 
sometimes interfere with meaning.  
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Score Point 1
The writer of this very limited response tells a story about working with a team during 
an important football game. A narrative organizational strategy is used, which is 
inappropriate to the specific demands of the expository task. The essay is ineffective 
because the details describing each play during the game do not contribute to a 
controlling idea. In addition, persistent errors in conventions create disruptions in the 
fluency of the writing.
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Score Point 1
In this example of a very limited writing performance, the writer attempts to support a 
weak controlling idea (When you’re working together you get everything accomplished). 
However, repetition and wordiness cause serious disruptions in the essay and inhibit 
meaningful development.
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Score Point 1
The writer of this response presents a controlling idea (Working with other people is 
a smart way to get know each other) and uses a cause and effect technique to progress 
logically from one idea to the next. However, the essay is ineffective because the writer 
includes a few vague details that do not sufficiently or effectively support the controlling 
idea.
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Score Point 1
In this essay the writer provides some examples of ways people can work together. 
The absence of a functional organizational structure, though, causes the essay to 
lack clarity and direction. Repetition causes serious disruptions, and the lack of 
sentence-to-sentence connections results in a random presentation of ideas. The essay 
is insubstantial because the writer does not develop any idea beyond the stimulus in 
the prompt. In addition, the writer’s limited word choice and serious and persistent 
conventions errors make this a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 2 

The essay represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression  

❏ The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be appropriate 
to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is not always 
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are only somewhat 
suited to the expository task.  

❏ Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
writer’s controlling idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an effective 
controlling idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with 
the focus and coherence of the essay.  

❏ The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. Sometimes 
repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other 
times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or 
weak to support the flow of the essay or show the relationships among ideas.  

 
Development of Ideas  

❏ The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the writer 
uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too briefly or 
partially presented.  

❏ The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt 
may be artificial and rely on forced patterns of development. In any case, the 
writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates only a basic 
understanding of the expository writing task.  

 
Use of Language/Conventions  

❏ The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone appropriate 
to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality and clarity of the 
essay.  

❏ Sentences may be simplistic, awkward, or only somewhat controlled, weakening 
the effectiveness of the essay.  

❏ The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Distracting errors 
may be evident, creating some disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the 
writing, but there is evidence of complete sentences and correct spelling.  
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Score Point 2
The writer lists a number of ways in which people can “accomplish a lot” by working together. 
The ideas included in the essay are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
controlling idea is weak (Well people can accomplish a lot…). The progression of ideas is not 
always logical and controlled; the flow of the essay is interrupted by some irrelevant information 
explaining the reason why some people are unsuccessful at working in groups. The development of 
ideas is superficial because the writer briefly lists details and examples as support of the controlling 
idea but does not stop to develop them more fully. Although conventions errors are evident, the 
writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries, capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and usage.
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Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer lists and attempts to briefly explain ways 
in which working together is important. Although the ideas are generally related to 
the specified topic, weak transitions and lack of an effective controlling idea interfere 
with the focus and coherence of the essay. In addition, the writer’s partial command 
of conventions and general word choice do not contribute to the quality or clarity of 
the essay.
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Score Point 2
In this response the writer lists several examples of activities that involve working with other 
people. However, the somewhat unclear controlling idea (You are going to accomplish many things; 
Working together is going to make a different in life) interferes with the focus and coherence of 
the essay. The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical due to the lack of transitions and 
weak sentence-to-sentence connections. Although the baseball example is specific and appropriate, 
development overall is superficial since many of the details provided are not appropriate or too 
briefly presented. Awkwardly constructed sentences, a partial command of sentence boundaries, as 
well as grammar and usage errors weakens the effectiveness of the essay.
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Score Point 2
The writer of this basic response includes the weak controlling idea that working with 
people is important because they can help you. The progression of ideas is not always 
logical and controlled because repetition (someone can help, find people to help, thing’s 
always go smoother with help, help comes in handy) causes minor disruptions in the 
flow of the essay and impedes more specific and appropriate development.
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Score Point 3  

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance. 

Organization/Progression  

❏ The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is clear 
because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately suited to the 
expository task.  

❏ The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. Most ideas are related to the 
controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The essay is 
coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus.  

❏ The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the most 
part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are 
sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships among ideas.  

  

Development of Ideas  

❏ The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the essay.  

❏ The essay reflects some thoughtfulness and may engage the reader. The writer’s 
response to the prompt may be original or may connect ideas in interesting ways 
based on his/her view of the world. In any case, the writer develops the essay in a 
manner that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.  

 
Use of Language/Conventions  

❏ The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to the 
task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay.  

❏ Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part contributing to 
the effectiveness of the essay.  

❏ The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Although 
some errors may be evident, they create only minor disruptions in the fluency of 
the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of the essay.  
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Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer uses the first and final statements of the essay 
to establish a clear controlling idea focused on explaining how working is “the thing that keeps 
this world going round.” The ideas are related to the controlling idea and focused on the topic 
specified in the prompt. Although the writer only minimally develops the ideas in the technology 
section, the remainder of the response is developed sufficiently with specific and appropriate details 
and examples that add some substance to the response. The clear word choice demonstrates an 
awareness of the expository purpose and contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay. While 
some conventions errors are evident, they create only minor disruptions in the fluency of the writing.
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Score Point 3
In this thoughtful and engaging response, the writer focuses on the benefits of 
working with others. The writer uses a compare and contrast organizational strategy 
to address the advantages of working together and the disadvantages of working 
alone. The progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. The development 
of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and examples that are specific and 
appropriate, reflecting the writer’s view of the world and adding some substance to the 
essay. Although some conventions errors are evident, they do not affect the clarity of 
the response. Overall, the essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3
In this concise essay, the writer uses the first and last paragraphs to provide a clear 
controlling idea: with teamwork you can accomplish more than you think, even if  you 
don’t like your teammate. A relevant narrative example about working on a school 
project supports the controlling idea. This organizational strategy is adequately suited 
to the expository task and helps to clarify the writer’s position. The details the writer 
provides are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the response. The 
result is a satisfactory writing performance.



STAAR Modified Grade 7
April 2014 Expository — 12

Score Point 3
The writer of this satisfactory response provides a clear controlling idea (It’s good to 
work with each other because you can get a lot of stuff  done). The writer supports this 
idea with a number of specific and appropriate examples, adding some substance to 
the essay and developing it in a manner that demonstrates a good understanding of 
the expository writing task. Word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific, and 
contributes to the quality of the response.
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