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Grade 7 Writing
Personal Narrative Prompt

Look at the picture below.

© technotr/iStockphoto.com

Sometimes our determination can be the difference between success and failure.

Write a personal narrative about a time when you were determined to do something. Be
sure to write about your experience in detail and describe why it was important to you.



STAAR Grade 7 Personal Narrative

Score Point 1

The narrative represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The form or structure of the narrative is inappropriate to the purpose or the specific
demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or literary devices
that are only marginally suited to the narrative task, or they are inappropriate or
not evident at all. Because the narrative is presented in a random or illogical way,
the writer is not able to convey a sense of the experience.

o Many of the details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer’s lack of focus on
a specific personal experience weakens the unity and coherence of the narrative.

o The writer’s narrative presentation is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the story line. At other times the lack of transitions
and sentence-to-sentence connections makes one or more parts of the narrative
unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

o The development of the narrative is weak because the details are inappropriate,
vague, or insufficient. They do not contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the
experience.

o The narrative is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is vague
or confused. In some cases, the narrative as a whole is only weakly linked to the
prompt. In other cases, the writer fails to establish a realistic situation, present
motivations for behavior or actions, or show any awareness of changes or insights
that developed as a result of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no awareness
of the narrative purpose. The word choice impedes the writer’s ability to relate the
experience clearly or to convey a sense of its importance or meaning.

o Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, weakening the effectiveness of
the narrative.

o The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-appropriate
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and
persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and sometimes
interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 1

The focus of this personal narrative is a time when the writer was determined to play
on a football team. The use of “So then” in place of end punctuation impedes the
progression of ideas and demonstrates the writer’s inability to construct basic sentences.
Vague and repetitive development hinders the clarity of the response, and the writer fails
to demonstrate any insight gleaned from the experience. These inadequacies are consistent
with a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1

Instead of writing about a time when he was determined to do something, the writer offers
a general explanation of how to go about taking a test. This explanation is not responsive
to the specific demands of the narrative writing task. The piece is organized as a how-to
essay, offering advice about taking your time and selecting the correct answer choices.
The response as a whole demonstrates a general lack of understanding of the narrative
purpose, resulting in a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1
The writer of this very limited response struggles to stay focused on the determination to
win a race. The extraneous information about forgetting to do things, being grounded, and
picking up trash off the floor does not respond to the specific demands of the prompt.
The actual narrative about racing is limited to one sentence and is therefore insufficiently
developed. The writer offers no reflection about the importance of the experience. In
addition, the writer does not demonstrate an adequate command of sentence boundaries
and age-appropriate spelling and usage conventions. The variety and density of the
errors interrupt the fluency of the writing. Overall, the writer demonstrates a lack of
understanding of the narrative task.
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Score Point 1

In this response, the writer offers only a vague account of the events that took place at an
unnamed camp in Las Vegas. The extraneous explanations about the writer’s importance
to the other campers do not advance the story line or contribute to the portrayal of the
experience. Overall, the weak narrative presentation and vague development result in a
very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 2

The narrative represents a basic writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The form or structure of the narrative is evident but may not always be appropriate

a

to the purpose or responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses
organizational strategies or literary devices that are only somewhat suited to the
narrative task. The writer is able to convey some sense of the experience but may
not be able to communicate its importance or meaning.

Some details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer may focus on a specific
personal experience but may not sustain that focus, limiting the unity and
coherence of the narrative.

The writer’s narrative presentation is inconsistent. Sometimes repetition or
wordiness causes minor disruptions in the story line. At other times transitions and
sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or weak to support the
logical movement of the narrative or establish a link between the experience and its
meaning.

Development of Ideas

a

a

The development of the narrative is minimal and remains at a surface level because
there are few details, they are not always appropriate, or they are too general. For
the most part, the details contribute only marginally to the writer’s portrayal of the
experience and provide the reader with little or no understanding of why this
experience was meaningful.

The narrative reflects little or no thoughtfulness. In some cases, the writer’s
response to the prompt is formulaic and demonstrates only a limited understanding
of the writing task. In other cases, the writer establishes some elements of a
realistic situation but may provide few motivations for behavior or actions. In
addition, the writer may not address changes or insights that developed as a result
of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

a

The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic awareness
of the narrative purpose. The word choice limits the writer’s ability to relate the
experience clearly or to convey a sense of its importance or meaning.

Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, limiting the effectiveness of
the narrative.

The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the
fluency or meaning of the writing.
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Score Point 2

The narrator in this composition is determined to get out of her comfort zone and try out
for both volleyball and basketball in seventh grade. Although the writer demonstrates a
basic awareness of the narrative purpose, the development of the narrative is minimal. The
writer provides very little specific detail about what occurred in the process of trying out
or how she felt as these events transpired. In addition, the writer frames the essay with an
expository introduction and a persuasive conclusion that add no development to the story
line. Some reflection is provided, but overall the general word choice limits the writer’s
ability to relate the experience clearly, resulting in a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

The focus of this narrative is the narrator’s determination to improve her soccer skills. The
organizing structure of the piece is evident but not always appropriate to the narrative
purpose. Rather than sustaining focus on a particular moment in time, the writer presents
a general summary of the events, which are separated by perfunctory transitions (First,
Then, Last). The overall surface-level development contributes only marginally to the
writer’s portrayal of the experience and results in a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

The writer of this narrative recalls the summer that he was determined to learn how to doggy paddle. The
organizational structure is evident through the use of appropriate transitions; however, the development
about the temperature of the water and how the relatives in the pool might alter that temperature do
not contribute to the portrayal of the writer’s experience. The surface-level development of actually
learning to doggy paddle is abruptly summed up in the second-to-last paragraph. In addition, the
concluding remark does not reflect any insights that the writer developed as a result of the experience.
While the writer demonstrates some understanding of the narrative task, organization and development
at this level reflect an overall basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

In this personal narrative, the writer is determined to win first place in the fifth-grade
spelling bee. The writer is able to convey some sense of the preparation for the event and
making the finals, but there is minimal development about the progression of the actual
spelling bee. The introduction of the response doesn’t contribute to the story line, and
the conclusion contributes little thoughtfulness. Although the writer does not reach the
desired outcome of winning the spelling bee and comes in second place, the narrative is
still responsive to the demands of the prompt. Overall, the organization and development
of this response best reflect a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 3

The narrative represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q

Q

The form or structure of the narrative is, for the most part, appropriate to the
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses
organizational strategies or literary devices that are adequately suited to the
narrative task. The writer is able to clearly convey the experience and adequately
communicate its importance or meaning.

Most details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer focuses on a
specific personal experience and generally sustains that focus. The narrative is
coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus.

The writer’s narrative presentation is adequately controlled. For the most part,
transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to
support the logical movement of the narrative and establish a link between the
experience and its meaning.

Development of Ideas

Q

Q

Specific details add some substance to the narrative. For the most part, these
details contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the experience and provide the reader
with some understanding of why this experience was meaningful.

The narrative reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer demonstrates a good
understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic situation, providing
reasonable motivations for behavior or actions, and addressing (at least to some
degree) changes or insights that developed as a result of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

Q

The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, specific and concrete. It reflects an
awareness of the narrative purpose. Generally effective word choice allows the
writer to relate the experience clearly and to convey some sense of its importance
or meaning.

Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part contributing to
the effectiveness of the narrative.

The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in the
fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of the narrative.
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Score Point 3

In this response, the narrator is determined to have a successful audition for Symphonic Band. The
writer provides some background information about the Tyson Douglas Middle School bands and
expresses a desire to rise above the level of Concert Band. Dialogue advances the story line logically
from sentence to sentence, and although the writer misses an opportunity to engage the reader with
more detail at the critical moment of the audition itself, overall the development of the narrative is
substantive. The writer reflects on the importance of the experience as teaching him to not give up.
The writer’s word choice is generally effective and reflects an awareness of the narrative purpose.
Additionally, the writer’s command of conventions strengthens the quality of the narrative.
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Score Point 3

The writer of this narrative focuses on his determination to ride a bike. Describing the
bike as “the enemy” engages the reader and offers insight into how the writer feels about
this challenge—i.e., that the bike is something to be defeated. Meaningful transitions
enable the writer to convey his experience and to demonstrate a good understanding of the
narrative task. Occasional errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization do not hinder
the writer’s portrayal of the experience. Some thoughtful reflection about not quitting in
spite of pain is woven into the story line, which is an acceptable approach.
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Score Point 3

In this personal narrative, the writer is determined to earn a spot running the 400 meter race
on the track team. The writing is focused and concise, with specific details about preparing
for the competition, staying hydrated, and training relentlessly. To convey the importance
of making the cut to run the 400 meter race in the next track meet, the writer reflects about
wanting to follow in his brother’s footsteps. Ultimately, the writer came in fourth place
and did not make the team. This is an acceptable approach to the prompt, which does not
require writing about succeeding, but about being determined. The conclusion adds some
thoughtfulness to the essay as the writer reasons that determination is beneficial because
you are pushing yourself to get better, even if you do not win.
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Score Point 3

This narrative is focused on the writer’s determination to succeed at cheerleading camp and
to perform well at pep rallies. Using effective transitions to switch from the present in the
introduction to the practices at school and camp leading up to the pep rally enhances the
effectiveness of the narrative. Some ideas about the activities at camp are not as developed
as the timeline of the practices, but overall the writer has a good understanding of the
narrative writing purpose. The reflection about hard work and determination being the
keys to success (the sky is the limit) reveals some thoughtfulness and contributes to a
satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 4

The narrative represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

a

a

a

The form or structure of the narrative is appropriate to the purpose and responsive
to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or
literary devices that are particularly well suited to the narrative task. The writer is
able to skillfully convey the experience and communicate its importance or
meaning.

All details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer focuses on a
specific personal experience and sustains that focus, strengthening the unity and
coherence of the narrative.

The writer’s narrative presentation is well controlled. Meaningful transitions and
strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the logical movement of the
narrative and reinforce the link between the experience and its meaning.

Development of Ideas

a

a

Specific, well-chosen details add substance to the narrative. These details
contribute significantly to the writer’s portrayal of the experience and provide the
reader with a clear understanding of why this experience was meaningful.

The narrative is thoughtful and engaging. The writer demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic situation, providing
plausible motivations for behavior or actions, and revealing changes or insights that
developed as a result of the experience.

Use of Language/Conventions

a

The writer’s word choice is vivid and expressive. It reflects a keen awareness of the
narrative purpose. Effective word choice enables the writer to recreate the
experience in a way that conveys its importance or meaning.

Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the effectiveness
of the narrative.

The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency or
clarity of the writing. The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the
effectiveness of the narrative.
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Score Point 4

The writer of this accomplished narrative is determined to win Dad’s challenge to see
who can clean his room the fastest in exchange for the grand prize of twenty dollars. By
narrowing the focus to a specific moment in time, the writer is able to craft a coherent story
with a unified purpose. All details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The
writer skillfully incorporates dialogue and imagery into the narrative to establish a realistic
situation and to move the action forward. Specific, well-chosen details and the writer’s
reflections convey why this event was meaningful. The varied and controlled sentences and
vivid word choice enable the writer to recreate a true-to-life experience that reflects a keen
awareness of the narrative purpose.
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Score Point 4

The focus of this composition is the narrator’s determination to make it into the regional orchestra. The
writer sustains focus on the critical moments of the audition, strengthening the unity and coherence of the
narrative. The introductory paragraph establishes a realistic situation, clearly conveying what is at stake for
the narrator and the nervousness he endured before being called into the audition. A balanced use of precise
and figurative language creates suspense as the writer conveys the moment when a string broke and injured
his finger, demonstrating a keen awareness of the narrative writing task. The magnitude of the experience
is portrayed in the narrator’s thoughtful reflection that “no matter how big the band-aid is it could never
cover up my mistake.” Even though the writer does not make it into the regional orchestra, this narrative is
still highly responsive to the specific demands of the prompt.
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Score Point 4

In this personal narrative, the writer makes every word count. The word “determination”
is never used, but there is overwhelming evidence of the writer’s determination to win
the bike race. The writer demonstrates a thorough understanding of the narrative writing
task and uses specific, well-chosen details and varied sentence structures that all combine
to enhance the effectiveness of the essay. This accomplished narrative is engaging and
thoughtful, clearly conveying the writer’s perspective and the significance of the bike race.
The concluding sentence further defines the depth of the writer’s determination to win.
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Score Point 4

This accomplished narrative begins in the heat of the action of an emotionally-driven
baseball game. By sustaining focus on a specific personal experience, the writer is able
to fully examine the situation with clarity and depth. Reflections about the derogatory
comments other players expressed to the narrator indicate that much more is at stake
than merely winning the game. The writer’s motivations are clearly conveyed, and the
writer is able to skillfully capture the intensity of the duel between batter and pitcher using
purposefully-chosen details. In addition, the use of figurative language to describe the ball
coming toward the writer reflects a keen awareness of the narrative task.
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