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English II
Persuasive Prompt

Read the following quotation.

A newspaper columnist once wrote, 
“Maturity has more to do with what types 
of experiences you’ve had, and what you’ve 
learned from them, and less to do with how 
many birthdays you’ve celebrated.”

Is it necessary to have lived a certain number of years to be considered 
mature? Think carefully about this question.

Write an essay stating your opinion on whether maturity is dependent on 
a person’s age.

Be sure to —

•	 state your position clearly
•	 use appropriate organization
•	 provide specific support for your argument
•	 choose your words carefully
•	 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
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Score Point 1

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

qq The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the specific 
demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies that are only 
marginally suited to the persuasive task, or they are inappropriate or not evident 
at all. The absence of a functional organizational structure causes the essay to lack 
clarity and direction.

qq Most ideas are generally related to the issue specified in the prompt, but the writer’s 
position is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain focus on the 
issue, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly from idea to idea, 
weakening the coherence of the essay.

qq The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes causes 
serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of transitions and 
sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a random or 
illogical way, making one or more parts of the essay unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

qq The development of ideas is weak. The argument is ineffective and unconvincing 
because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the position are 
inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.

qq The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is vague or 
confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to the prompt. 
In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates a lack of 
understanding of the persuasive writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

qq The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no awareness of 
the persuasive purpose and does not establish a tone appropriate to the task. Word 
choice may impede the quality and clarity of the essay.

qq Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay.

qq The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and persistent 
errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and sometimes interfere with 
meaning.
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Score Point 1
Although the response addresses the topic described in the prompt, the writer does not maintain focus. The writer 
takes one position in the beginning of the essay, halfway through changes positions, and then directly refutes the 
original claim at the end. The presentation of ideas reveals the absence of an organizational strategy and demonstrates 
a lack of understanding of the persuasive writing task. In addition, the uncontrolled sentences and persistent errors in 
conventions limit the effectiveness of the essay. Overall, the response represents a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1
In the opening of this essay, the writer makes two separate claims: society nowadays seems to lack maturity; maturity 
also depends on a person’s age. The student attempts to develop these ideas; however, the student presents a number of 
uncontrolled sentences, which leads to a confusing presentation of ideas. In addition, the student includes an example 
about LeBron James, but instead of developing this idea with specificity, the student makes a general statement. 
Overall, the essay demonstrates a lack of fluency, focus, and development, making it difficult to follow. The response 
represents a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1
In this very limited writing performance, the student confuses the position by offering contradictory statements in 
the opening paragraph. The student does not develop evidence in the body of the essay and presents an illogical 
progression of ideas with awkward wording and vague sentences, which significantly limits the effectiveness of the 
essay. The conclusion is vague and indicates the lack of a position.
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Score Point 1
The essay presents a clear position that maturity is not dependent on age but on how the person wants to act. In the 
main body paragraph, the student repeats ideas and offers illogical, unclear statements that weaken the position and 
focus. The lack of sentence-to-sentence connections weakens the progression of ideas and causes disruptions in the 
flow of the essay. In the conclusion, the writer confuses the position taken in the introduction by indicating that people 
mature with age. Overall, this essay represents a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 2

The essay represents a basic writing performance.

Organization/Progression

qq The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be appropriate 
to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is not always clear 
because the writer uses organizational strategies that are only somewhat suited to 
the persuasive task.

qq Most ideas are generally related to the issue specified in the prompt, but the writer’s 
position is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of a clear, effective position or the 
writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with the focus and coherence of 
the essay.

qq The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. Sometimes 
repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other 
times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or weak 
to support the flow of the essay or show the relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

qq The development of ideas is minimal. The argument is superficial and largely 
unconvincing because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the 
position are not always appropriate or are too briefly or partially presented.

qq The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt is 
sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates 
only a limited understanding of the persuasive writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

qq The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic awareness 
of the persuasive purpose but does little to establish a tone appropriate to the task. 
Word choice may not contribute to the quality and clarity of the essay.

qq Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the effectiveness of 
the essay.

qq The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Some distracting errors 
may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the 
writing.
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Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer takes the position that a person’s maturity is not determined by age but 
depends on knowing how to act by the way their parents have raised them. The example of the 10-year-old who is 
mature despite his age because he knows how to act is appropriate but lacks sufficient details to support the example. The 
writer then points out that some people don’t want to mature, but again, the example is too brief to support the position 
effectively. Instead, the writer includes irrelevant information that further contributes to the illogical progression of ideas. 
The student’s general word choice does not always contribute to the quality and clarity of the essay. 
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Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer takes the position that people mature by learning from their experiences. 
By using a philosophical approach, the writer provides brief support in the main body of the essay. Although the 
position is clear, the argument remains superficial because of this brief support. Using the universal “we,” the writer 
creates an appropriate persuasive tone. In addition, the sentence-to-sentence movement supports the flow of the 
argument, and the sentences are controlled, helping to make this essay representative of a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2
The writer of this basic writing performance establishes the clear position that maturity is not determined by age. 
The student attempts to support this position by providing an example of the student’s history teacher; however, 
this example is too briefly developed to get a clear idea of how the history teacher is not very mature though he’s 
20 years older. The progression of ideas is weak because of the repetition of the same ideas. The combination of 
weak progression and superficial development demonstrates that the student has only a basic understanding of the 
persuasive writing task.
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Score Point 2
The writer seems to focus the essay on the different factors that determine maturity: parents, experiences, and the ups 
and downs of life. Each of these ideas is minimally developed. The student presents sentences that are awkward and 
only somewhat controlled. In addition, wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of the essay. As a whole, the 
essay represents a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 3

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

qq The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the purpose 
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is clear because 
the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately suited to the persuasive 
task.

qq The writer establishes a clear position. Most ideas are related to the position and are 
focused on the issue specified in the prompt. The essay is coherent, though it may 
not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus.

qq The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the most part, 
transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to 
support the flow of the essay and show the relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

qq The development of ideas is sufficient. The argument is largely convincing because 
the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the position are specific and 
appropriate.

qq The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt is 
original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a good understanding of the persuasive writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

qq The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the persuasive purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to the task. 
Word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay.

qq Sentences are reasonably varied and adequately controlled, contributing for the most 
part to the effectiveness of the essay.

qq The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Although some errors 
may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and 
they do not affect the clarity of the essay.
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Score Point 3
The writer develops a clear position in the opening paragraph that the way a person acts has nothing to do with age. To 
support this position, the writer uses two examples from popular culture: the singer Justin Bieber and a character from 
The Hunger Games. Using a compare/contrast organizational strategy, the writer compares the maturity levels of Bieber, 
a 20-year-old pop star, and Prim, a 12-year-old girl, who is mature beyond her years. Inside each body paragraph, the 
student presents a logical progression of ideas because the sentences are connected to each other. The first example using 
Justin Bieber is convincing and specific as the student outlines Bieber’s behaviors that demonstrate immaturity. The 
second example using Prim lacks specific details about Prim’s maturity. However, the student makes the point that age is 
not important in determining maturity. Overall, the essay demonstrates a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3
This writer takes the position that maturity is based on experiences instead of age. The student develops this position 
by presenting experiences that contribute to maturity. In the first body paragraph, the writer describes how unstable 
families can force responsibilities on children, causing them to mature faster. The second body paragraph develops 
the idea that children who have lived in rough conditions grow up quickly. The student uses some specific word 
choice, which reflects an awareness of the persuasive purpose and establishes an appropriate tone. There is a logical 
progression of ideas, and the development of ideas is sufficient enough for the student to demonstrate a satisfactory 
writing performance.
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Score Point 3
In an effective introduction, the student opens with the clear position that merely attaining a certain age does not 
necessarily make a person mature or wise. The progression of ideas is logical and controlled. The student employs a 
strong compare/contrast organizational strategy to argue that experiencing many hardships has made the writer more 
mature than a cousin who has been given everything he ever wanted. The sentences are adequately controlled and 
contribute to the effectiveness of the essay. This response best represents a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3
The writer of this satisfactory essay establishes the position that maturity is achieved through experience and encounters. 
The student supports this argument by providing a literary example and a personal anecdote. The student develops the 
response sufficiently, and the essay is coherent although not completely unified. The student would have benefited by 
effectively transitioning from the literary example to the personal anecdote. In addition, some sentence-to-sentence 
connections inside the personal anecdote are weak. However, overall the student demonstrates a good understanding 
of the persuasive writing task. The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 4

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

qq The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose and 
responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully crafted 
because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly well suited to 
the persuasive task.

qq The writer establishes a clear position. All ideas are strongly related to the position 
and are focused on the issue specified in the prompt. By sustaining this focus, the 
writer is able to create an essay that is unified and coherent.

qq The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful transitions 
and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of the essay by 
clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the writer’s train of thought 
easy to follow.

Development of Ideas

qq The development of ideas is highly effective. The argument is forceful and convincing 
because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the position are specific 
and well chosen.

qq The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to recognize the 
complexities of the issue, consider opposing or alternate points of view, use his/
her unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing, or connect ideas 
in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates a 
thorough understanding of the persuasive writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

qq The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen awareness of 
the persuasive purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the task. Word choice 
strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay.

qq Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the effectiveness of 
the essay.

qq The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Although minor errors 
may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency of the writing or the clarity of 
the essay. The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of 
the essay.
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Score Point 4
The writer presents the clear position that “maturity has nothing to do with age and everything to do with experience.” The 
position is developed with a compare/contrast organizational strategy that uses specific examples of a 30-year-old male 
living with his mother in the U.S. and a 13-year-old girl in Africa raising her brother and sisters on her own. An additional 
example of a homeless man and a business man further develops the idea that experience is important to maturing. These 
paragraphs are developed with enough specificity to show the relationships among ideas. The final paragraph concedes 
that maturity correlates with age. This further develops the argument that maturity is due to experiences. In addition, the 
student concludes with a call to action that expresses the student’s own unique view of the world. Although there are some 
errors in conventions, the focus, organization, and development balance out these faults. Overall, this response represents 
an accomplished writing performance.
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Score Point 4
The writer offers the position that maturity of the mind is gained through experience, not age. This position 
is thoroughly developed with a single personal anecdote: the writer’s experience of tearing her ACL. The writer 
describes the difficulties of not being able to participate in sports, which has resulted in heightened maturity. By using 
her own unique experiences, the writer is able to develop her example with specificity. Strong sentence-to-sentence 
connections enhance the flow of the essay. And the writer utilizes a thoughtful conclusion to deliver a strong end to the 
essay. The very few errors in conventions do not detract from the fluency or clarity of the essay. This essay represents 
an accomplished writing performance.
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Score Point 4
The writer presents a clear position that maturity depends on how one treats others and controls oneself. Using a 
philosophical approach, the writer defines maturity and then makes his argument based on this definition. Purposeful 
word choice creates a strong persuasive tone. The student unifies the piece by presenting a transition that effectively 
moves the reader from the end of the second paragraph into the third. Using rhetorical questions, the writer develops 
his ideas with specificity and shows a thoughtfulness as he connects ideas in interesting ways. Overall, the student 
presents a unified and well-controlled argument that represents an accomplished writing performance.
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Score Point 4
The writer establishes a clear position that although everyone grows older, maturity depends on moral beliefs and 
experiences rather than age. Some children, the writer asserts, are more mature than adults as a result of their experiences. 
The writer offers the example of Scout and Jem, the children in the novel To Kill a Mockingbird. The progression of 
ideas is logical and well controlled, with strong sentence-to-sentence connections, which enhance the flow and clarity 
of the piece. The student transitions smoothly into the third paragraph, which offers an examination of the character 
of Mildred from the novel Fahrenheit 451. The writer contends that Mildred’s sheltered life circumstances have led 
her to childishly refuse to understand the world beyond her comfortable home. Word choice is purposeful and precise, 
sentences are well controlled, and the overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay. 
A strong conclusion further unifies this accomplished writing performance.
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