
ATTACHMENT I 
 

Statutory Citations Relating to Proposed New 19 TAC Chapter 235, Classroom Teacher 
Certification Standards, Subchapter A, General Provisions, Subchapter B, Elementary School 
Certificate Standards, Subchapter C, Middle School Certificate Standards, and Subchapter D, 

Secondary School Certificate Standards 
 

Texas Education Code, §21.003, Certification Required (excerpt): 

(a) A person may not be employed as a teacher, teacher intern or teacher trainee, librarian, 
educational aide, administrator, educational diagnostician, or school counselor by a school district 
unless the person holds an appropriate certificate or permit issued as provided by Subchapter B. 

Texas Education Code, §21.031, Purpose: 

(a) The State Board for Educator Certification is established to recognize public school educators as 
professionals and to grant educators the authority to govern the standards of their profession. The 
board shall regulate and oversee all aspects of the certification, continuing education, and 
standards of conduct of public school educators. 

(b) In proposing rules under this subchapter, the board shall ensure that all candidates for 
certification or renewal of certification demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to 
improve the performance of the diverse student population of this state. 

Texas Education Code, §21.040, General Powers and Duties of Board (excerpt): 

The board shall: 

(4) for each class of educator certificate, appoint an advisory committee composed of 
members of that class to recommend standards for that class to the board; 

Texas Education Code, §21.041, Rules; Fees (excerpts): 

(b) The board shall propose rules that: 

(1) provide for the regulation of educators and the general administration of this subchapter 
in a manner consistent with this subchapter; 

(2) specify the classes of educator certificates to be issued, including emergency certificates; 

(4) specify the requirements for the issuance and renewal of an educator certificate; 

Texas Education Code, §21.0489, Early Childhood Certification, as added by Senate Bill 1839 and 
House Bill 2039, 85th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2017: 

(a) To ensure that there are teachers with special training in early childhood education focusing on 
prekindergarten through grade three, the board shall establish an early childhood certificate. 

(b) A person is not required to hold a certificate established under this section to be employed by a 
school district to provide instruction in prekindergarten through grade three. 

(c) To be eligible for a certificate established under this section, a person must: 

(1) either: 



(A) satisfactorily complete the course work for that certificate in an educator 
preparation program, including a knowledge-based and skills-based course of 
instruction on early childhood education that includes: 

(i) teaching methods for: 

(a) using small group instructional formats that focus on building 
social, emotional, and academic skills; 

(b) navigating multiple content areas; and 

(c) managing a classroom environment in which small groups of 
students are working on different tasks; and 

(ii) strategies for teaching fundamental academic skills, including reading, 
writing, and numeracy; or 

(B) hold an early childhood through grade six certificate issued under this subchapter 
and satisfactorily complete a course of instruction described by Paragraph (A); 

(2) perform satisfactorily on an early childhood certificate examination prescribed by the 
board; and 

(3) satisfy any other requirements prescribed by the board. 

(d) The criteria for the course of instruction described by Subsection (c)(1)(A) shall be developed by 
the board in consultation with faculty members who provide instruction at institutions of higher 
education in educator preparation programs for an early childhood through grade six certificate.  

 


