
ATTACHMENT I 

Statutory Citations Relating to Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 230, Professional 
Educator Preparation and Certification, Subchapter C, Assessment of Educators, §230.21, 

Educator Assessment 

Texas Education Code, §21.031, Purpose: 

(a) The State Board for Educator Certification is established to recognize public school educators as 
professionals and to grant educators the authority to govern the standards of their profession.  The 
board shall regulate and oversee all aspects of the certification, continuing education, and 
standards of conduct of public school educators. 

(b) In proposing rules under this subchapter, the board shall ensure that all candidates for 
certification or renewal of certification demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to 
improve the performance of the diverse student population of this state. 

Texas Education Code, §21.041, Rules; Fees (excerpts): 

(a) The board may adopt rules as necessary for its own procedures. 

(b) The board shall propose rules that: 

(1) provide for the regulation of educators and the general administration of this subchapter 
in a manner consistent with this subchapter; 

(4) specify the requirements for the issuance and renewal of an educator certificate; 

(7) provide for disciplinary proceedings, including the suspension or revocation of an 
educator certificate, as provided by Chapter 2001, Government Code; 

(8) provide for the adoption, amendment, and enforcement of an educator's code of ethics; 

(c) The board shall propose a rule adopting a fee for the issuance and maintenance of an educator 
certificate that, when combined with any fees imposed under Subsection (d), is adequate to cover 
the cost of administration of this subchapter. 

Texas Education Code, §21.045, Accountability System for Educator Preparation Programs 
(excerpt): 

(a) The board shall propose rules necessary to establish standards to govern the continuing 
accountability of all educator preparation programs based on the following information that is 
disaggregated with respect to race, sex, and ethnicity: 

(1) results of the certification examinations prescribed under Section 21.048(a); 

Texas Education Code, §21.048, Certification Examinations: 

(a) The board shall propose rules prescribing comprehensive examinations for each class of 
certificate issued by the board. The commissioner shall determine the satisfactory level of 
performance required for each certification examination. For the issuance of a generalist 
certificate, the commissioner shall require a satisfactory level of examination performance in each 
core subject covered by the examination. 

(a-1) The board may not require that more than 45 days elapse before a person may retake an 
examination.  A person may not retake an examination more than four times, unless the board 
waives the limitation for good cause as prescribed by the board. 



(a-2) For purposes of the limitation imposed by Subsection (a-1) on the number of administrations of 
an examination, a person who initially took an examination before September 1, 2015, may retake 
the examination up to four times after that date, regardless of the number of times that the person 
attempted to perform satisfactorily on the examination before that date. This subsection expires 
September 1, 2018. 

(b) The board may not administer a written examination to determine the competence or level of 
performance of an educator who has a hearing impairment unless the examination has been field 
tested to determine its appropriateness, reliability, and validity as applied to, and minimum 
acceptable performance scores for, persons with hearing impairments. 

(c) An educator who has a hearing impairment is exempt from taking a written examination for a 
period ending on the first anniversary of the date on which the board determines, on the basis of 
appropriate field tests, that the examination complies with the standards specified in Subsection 
(b).  On application to the board, the board shall issue a temporary exemption certificate to a 
person entitled to an exemption under this subsection. 

(c-1) The results of an examination administered under this section are confidential and are not subject 
to disclosure under Chapter 552, Government Code, unless the disclosure is regarding notification 
to a parent of the assignment of an uncertified teacher to a classroom as required by Section 
21.057. 

(d) In this section: 

 (1) "Hearing impairment" means a hearing impairment so severe that the person cannot 
process linguistic information with or without amplification. 

 (2) "Reliability" means the extent to which an experiment, test, or measuring procedure 
yields the same results on repeated trials. 

 (3) "Validity" means being: 

  (A) well-grounded or justifiable; 

  (B) relevant and meaningful; 

  (C) correctly derived from premises or inferences; and 

  (D) supported by objective truth or generally accepted authority. 

Texas Occupations Code, §54.003, Examination Accommodations for Person with Dyslexia: 

(a) In this section, "dyslexia" has the meaning assigned by Section 51.970, Education Code. 

(b) For each licensing examination administered by a state agency, the agency shall provide 
reasonable examination accommodations to an examinee diagnosed as having dyslexia. 

(c) Each state agency shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section, including rules to 
establish the eligibility criteria an examinee must meet for accommodation under this sectio 
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