To the Administrator Addressed

TE/

Texas Education Agency Commissioner Mike Morath

1701 North Congress Avenue ® Austin, Texas 78701-1494 ¢ 512 463-9734 ¢ 512 463-9838 FAX e tea.texas.gov

DATE: January 9, 2020

SUBJECT: Expansion of At-Risk Student Definition
CATEGORY: | State Compensatory Education

NEXT STEPS: | Share with appropriate staff

The purpose of this letteristo provide districts, including charter schools, with information regarding
theinclusion of certain students as students at risk of dropping out of school.

SB 1746, 86™ Texas Legislature, 2019, amended Section 29.081 of the Texas Education Code (TEC) to
expand the definition of students who are at risk of droppingoutto include students who have been
incarcerated or who have parents that have beenincarcerated withinthe student's lifetime, in a penal
institutionas defined by Penal Code, §1.07. These studentsare eligible to receive certain services that
otherat-risk students receive, such as counselingand academicenhancement services.

Penal Code, §1.07(a)(37), defines “penal institution” as “a place designatedby law for confinement of
persons arrested for, charged with, or convicted of an offense.” The Texas Education Agency (TEA)
considers the term “incarcerated” inamended TEC, §29.081, to mean conviction fora criminal offense
and consequentsentencing and confinementto jail or prison. The juvenile equivalentis adjudication
and consequent placementinajuvenile detention facility.

TEA’s general guidelines fordocumenting astudent at-risk due toincarceration are as follows:

e Timelineforldentification—This begins as soon asthe appropriate school staff isinformed of
a student’s incarceration or that a student’s parent or guardian has been incarcerated in a
penalinstitutioninthe student’s lifetime.

e Start Date —This is the date of disclosure to campus staff.

e EndDate—The studentremainsidentified as at-risk for the remainder of his/her public school
education.

e Districts may legally request thisinformation. Documentation must be maintained and may
include adetailed “memo-to-file.”

Questions

If you hawe any questions regarding the identification of at-risk students, email
statecompensatoryeducation@tea.texas.gov.

Sincerely,
Dahlinda Alaniz
State Compensatory Education Coordinator


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=1.07
mailto:statecompensatoryeducation@tea.texas.gov

