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1. What is the state law on prayer or moment of silence in Texas public schools?


State law recognizes the right of individual students to pray in a non-disruptive manner 
Section 25.901, Texas Education Code. A school district may provide for a period of 
silence at the beginning of the school day Section 25.082, Texas Education Code. There 
are constitutional restrictions on the ability of school districts to actively participate in 
activities that amount to religious observances.  More information regarding prayer in 
public schools can be found in the U.S Department of Education’s Guidance on 
Constitutionally Protected Prayer at 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/prayer_guidance.html.
(Revised 07/2010) 

2. Does Texas have a ruling on transporting homeless students across school district boundaries and county lines?
Federal law requires a district to transport a student to the "school of origin" attended before the student became homeless. 42 USC 11432(g)(1)(J). It does not matter that the transportation crosses district or county lines. McKinney-Vento questions can be addressed to the agency at (512) 463-9371 and transportation questions at (512) 463-9180. More information on homeless education in Texas can be found at the Texas Homeless Education Office at the University of Texas at Austin http://www.utdanacenter.org/theo/ (Revised 7/2010) 
3. I need to know my rights as a parent for visiting the school during school hours? 

There is no express right to visit a school.  Your school district or campus may have a 
policy relating to campus visitation.  Depending on the security concerns appropriate to 
the school, most will require a sign-in or sometimes advance notice. Many will not allow 
visitors during testing or some other particularly busy period. 


Under Section 38.022, Texas Education Code, a school district may require visitors to 
display identification, may verify whether a visitor is a registered sex offender, and may 
electronically store information concerning visitors for security purposes. (Revised 
07/2010) 
4. Can the Commissioner of Education change the Texas Education Code?


No, the Texas Legislature changes the Texas Education Code. The Texas Education Agency 
implements the Code as directed by the Legislature. (04/2002)
5. Are parents allowed to request certain teachers for their children because they like that teacher or because they want their child in a particular class with their friends?
Under Section 26.003(a)(2), Texas Education Code, a parent is entitled to access to an administrator for the purpose of making a request. To be considered the change in assignment may not affect the assignment or reassignment of another student. The decision of the board of trustees regarding such an assignment is final under Section 26.003(b), TEC. 
6. Can a school district endorse a specific religion?

The school district, including teachers acting on behalf of the district, cannot endorse a specific religion. There is no list of appropriate or inappropriate actions or statements.  A good resource is guidance from the U.S Department of Education at http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/prayer_guidance.html.


It contains the following paragraph about school employee activities: 

“When acting in their official capacities as representatives of the state, teachers, school administrators, and other school employees are prohibited by the Establishment Clause from encouraging or discouraging prayer, and from actively participating in such activity with students. Teachers may however, take part in religious activities where the overall context makes clear that they are not participating in their official capacities. Before school or during lunch for example, teachers may meet with other teachers for prayer or Bible study to the same extent that they may engage in other conversation or nonreligious activities. Similarly, teachers may participate in their personal capacities in privately sponsored baccalaureate ceremonies." 
7. Can anyone vote to remove an SBOE member?


There are no procedures to have an SBOE member removed.
8. Is there a method of redress in the event a district does not comply with TEA Rules?

If a district is failing to comply with a rule adopted by the Commissioner of Education or by the State Board of Education, the first step is to follow the school district's grievance procedure until the matter is either resolved or a decision is made by the local board of trustees. If the local school board makes a decision that is alleged to violate a rule, the board's decision may be appealed to the Commissioner of Education under Section 7.057 of the Texas Education Code. (07/2002) 
9. How long are elementary schools given to organize kindergarten through grade 4 classes to make sure they do not exceed the 22:1 ratio?

Each school year, the commissioner notifies school districts of the date by which 
districts are required to complete an initial class size survey and the corresponding 
date to apply for a waiver.  For the 2009-2010 school year, a school district was required 
to complete a class size survey by September 11 and to apply for a waiver, in needed, 
by October 1,2009.  More information about class size waivers may be obtained at: 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=7090&menu_id=932. The 22:1 statute is 
Section 25.112 of the Education Code. (Revised 07/2010) 
