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Objectives

Increase knowledge of updated 
mandatory Child Abuse and Neglect 
reporting policy, to include Human 
Trafficking Prevention and Awareness.

Receive legislative highlights and updates.

Learn about risk factors related to school-
aged human trafficking.

Receive information on resources. 
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Objective and Purpose:  

Human Trafficking Child Abuse 
Prevention Webinar Series is 
brought to you as a part of a 
collaborative workgroup with 
Office of the Governor’s Child 
Sex Trafficking Team, Region 
14/Title IV Initiative, Region 12, 
TEA and other stakeholders to 
support state roll out and 
implementation of Human 
Trafficking prevention and 
awareness in Texas schools. 
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The Potential Number of Texas Victims is Hard to Believe… and 
Growing. 

 In December 2016, 
the University of 
Texas estimated 
that there were 
79,000 children 
and young adults 
(18-25) in Texas 
that had been or 
were being sex 
trafficked.

Busch-Armendariz, N.B., Nale, N.L., Kammer-Kerwick, M., Kellison, B., Torres, M.I.M., Cook Heffron, L., Nehme, J. (2016). Human Trafficking by the 
Numbers: The Initial Benchmark of Prevalence and Economic Impact for Texas. Austin, TX: Institute on Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault, The University 
of Texas at Austin.



The Legal 
Definition
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Child Labor Trafficking, The Legal Definition
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Child Sex Trafficking, The Legal Definition
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Cause the Trafficked Person to 
Engage in or Become the Victim of:

Continuous Sexual Abuse

Indecency with a Child

Sexual Assault
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Texas Penal Code, Chapter 20
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Abuse, Exploitation, and Trafficking 

Abuse 
Sophie is molested

by her father.

Exploitation 
Sophie befriends a man

online and sends him nude photos. 

Trafficking
Sophie’s new boyfriend 

arranges dates with other
men where Sophie is 

sexually abused 
in exchange for money.



Human Trafficking of School-Aged Children
(Top 5 Cities) 
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2017 reports from Texas
totaled 2,459

1. Houston 829
2. San Antonio   431
3. Dallas 397
4. Austin 372
5. Fort Worth 91

Map depicts hotspots for human trafficking reports to the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline in 2017

Source: National Human Trafficking Hotline

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
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CSE-IT Results So Far in Texas

73%
No Concern/ Not 
Enough Info

16%
Possible
Concern

11%
Clear
Concern

Texas child serving agencies* have conducted 31,761 screenings of youth 
10-24 years of age. Most of these are high-risk youth.

From March 2016 to September 2020:

• 23,189 No Concern (73%)

• 5,053 Possible Concern (16%)

• 3,519 Clear Concern (11%)

*Screenings conducted by DFPS on children in their care 
are not included in these numbers.
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Exploitation

Pathways to “The Life”
 Familial Exploitation (parents, caregivers, family members)
 Romeo Exploitation (seduction by boyfriend/girlfriend)
Guerilla Exploitation (violence, threats, force)
 Peer to Peer Recruitment
Gang-based Recruitment
 Internet Enticement (social media, chat rooms)
 Survival Sex
 Illicit Sexually Oriented Businesses (SOBs)
 Kidnapping (rare in most communities)

12



Warning Signs and 
Risk Indicators 
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Increased Risks & Vulnerabilities of Child Abuse, Neglect, including 
Human Trafficking During COVID-19

School Closures
 Social and physical isolation/lack of 

normal peer socialization 
 Disruption of routines 
 Home is not safe for all students
 Domestic violence in the home

Increased Burdens
 Economic hardship
 Caretaking of siblings or other family 

members
 Fewer available services and supports 
 Alcohol or drug misuse 

Additional Challenges
 Quarantines, shut-down, closure of 

normal activity

Increased Internet Use
 Education
 Entertainment
 Connection

Declines
 Social Skills
 Coping Skills
 Resiliency
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Warning Signs
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Recognizing potential warning signs of human trafficking is a key step in 
identifying victims and helping them find the assistance they need.

Not all warning signs will be present in situations.  These may vary based 
on the type of trafficking being perpetrated and individual circumstances 

of the case.



Warning Signs Continued

 Abrupt changes in friends, behavior, attitude 
and grades 

 Increased absences from school
 Isolated from family, friends, community, and 

typical interests or hobbies

 Multiple phones or social media accounts

 Clothing that is suggestive or seasonally 
inappropriate 

 Sudden appearance of luxury items (jewelry, 
clothes, accessories) or money

 Excess amount of cash or gift cards in their 
possession 

 Presence of branding or tattoos 

 Controlling caregiver, intimate partner, or 
authority figure 

 Targeted because of sexual promiscuity
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Victims
Who is at risk?
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Who is at risk? Every Child
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“Predators spend entire days trolling Facebook, looking for 
girls who post about fighting their parents or feeling left out 

of school.”-Trafficking detective
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Victim Vulnerabilities
Additional circumstances that make a child vulnerable 

to trafficking might include the following:

 Homeless or Runaway 
 Technology Access
 Social Media
 LGBTQ
 Juvenile Justice
 Foster Care
 Significant Cognitive Disa
 Substance Misuse
 Low Socio-Economic Stat
 Dating Violence
 Gang Affiliation

bilities

us



Why Do Victims Not Ask for Help?
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Children, in particular, may not self-identify as a victim or ask for help due to:

 Limited family/social support
 Normalization of sex for survival/abuse
 Confined or monitored
 False promises of security, love, or a better future
 Juvenile arrest histories - treatment as a criminal
 Feeling that no one will understand 
 Trauma bonding between victim and their trafficker
 Fear and distrust
 Threats of violence and reprisal against loved ones 



Traffickers
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Traffickers, Who are They?
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Traffickers, Who Are They? All



How Human Trafficking Impacts Schools
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Identification and Reporting: Why Education Partners are 
Essential

25
25

Traffickers may use your 
school as a place to recruit 

victims

Students may recruit other 
students.

Adults may recruit on or 
near a campus.

Traffickers may text or 
contact students while they 

are attending school to 
maintain control.

Traffickers may use positions 
of authority to contact and 

recruit children.

LEAs have several 
responsibilities 

regarding procedures and 
policies to prevent students 
from being victims of human 

trafficking.
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Individual
Circumstances

Exploiters Environmental
Circumstances

Risk
Assessment

Level of
personal agency

Individual Exits

UT Study
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LEA Prevention and Awareness
Human Trafficking Responsibilities (TAC 61.1051): 

Develop and clearly articulate district or school-
wide polices. 
Develop protocols and procedures for identifying 

and reporting suspected school-aged victims
 Required training for school staff 
Age-appropriate anti-victimization and 

prevention programs for students 
 Informational handbook provided to students 

and families



Statutory Update- 86th Texas Legislative Session

HB 111 - TEC § 38.0041(c)
 Training concerning prevention techniques for, and recognition of, 

sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of children, 
including the sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of 
children with significant cognitive disabilities, must be provided 
to all new school district and open-enrollment charter school 
employees and to existing school district and open-enrollment 
charter school employees not previously trained.

Texas Education Code Effective Date: May 2019
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Statutory Updates- 86th Texas Legislative Session

HB 403 
Training requirements for members of the board of trustees and 
superintendents regarding sexual abuse, human trafficking, and other 
maltreatment of children. 

 TEC § 11.159
The State Board of Education (SBOE) 
School Board Members: 1 hour of training (every 2 years)
Effective date: May 1, 2020, Waived: January 31, 2021

 TEC § 21.054
State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC)    
Superintendents: 2.5 hours of training (every 5 years)
Effective date: August 2020
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Mandatory 
Reporting 
Requirements
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Mandated Reporting Requirements

If it is an emergency call 911 or law enforcement 
immediately

If it is a heightened concern, contact the Texas 
Abuse Hotline at 1-800-252-5400

If it is a hunch or worry (less urgent), make a report 
online at Texas Abuse Hotline

https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx
https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx


Additional Reporting
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Provide tips or leads on 
suspected child exploitation 

crimes to CyberTipline at 
www.cybertipline.com or 

1-800-843-5678



Call the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline at 

1-888-373-7888

http://www.cybertipline.com/


Resources
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Human Trafficking Prevention | Requirements Checklist 

PDF Web Link

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Human%20Trafficking%20Requirements%20Checklist%20Final.pdf


Texas Gateway 

 Free; no log-in required

 11 Units; one-hour completion 
time

 To be used in coordination with 
existing Child Abuse Prevention 
mandatory training 

 LEAs may use other training and/or 
collaborate with local community 
partners to meet updated training 
requirements
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https://www.texasgateway.org/

https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/preve
ntion-and-awareness-human-trafficking-school-

aged-children

https://www.texasgateway.org/
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/prevention-and-awareness-human-trafficking-school-aged-children


TEA and Children’s Advocacy Center 
Child Abuse Prevention Toolkit
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Toolkit includes:
 Reminders/Tips for Mandatory 

Reporting in Virtual Setting
 School Employee Guide (English and 

Spanish)
 School Administrators Guide 
 Poster (next slide)
 Banner

• https://tea.texas.gov/texas-
schools/health-safety-
discipline/prevention-and-awareness-
of-child-abuse-neglect-including-
trafficking-of-a-child-toolkit-and-
resources

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/prevention-and-awareness-of-child-abuse-neglect-including-trafficking-of-a-child-toolkit-and-resources


TEC § 38.0041; TAC § 61.1051
All campuses are required to:

 Post the Child Abuse hotline on 11x17 poster in English and 
Spanish.

 Post in at least one high-traffic area (hallway, above a water 
fountain, gym, locker room, counselor's office, etc.) in both 
English and Spanish. (*Prefer to place in multiple areas) 

 Posted at student eye-level. 
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/child-abuse-prevention/child-

abuse-prevention-an-overview

Child Abuse- No, Go, Tell Student Poster Requirement
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/child-abuse-prevention/child-abuse-prevention-an-overview


TEA Child Abuse Prevention Webpage

https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Schools/Safe_and_Healthy_Schools/Child_Abuse_Prevention
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https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Schools/Safe_and_Healthy_Schools/Child_Abuse_Prevention


TEA Human Trafficking Webpage

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-children
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https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-children
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Local Anti-Trafficking Task Forces & Coalitions

McAllen

Arlington

Amarillo

Waco

Lubbock

El Paso

Kerrville

Corpus Christi

Austin
Houston

Tyler/Longview

DallasFort Worth

Belton

Conroe

Abilene

Galveston

Beaumont

San Antonio

Bastrop
Williamson

Collin

Denton

Sherman

Bryan/College St.

Brazoria



Partner with Your 
Local CAC

CACs officially serve 211 of Texas’ 254 
counties, covering 98% of the state’s 

population.

Counties not officially served by a CAC are 
often able to receive courtesy services from a 

nearby center.

To find your local CAC, visit
https://www.cactx.org/find-a-local-center

https://www.cactx.org/find-a-local-center


Upcoming Trainings and Events

• Prevention and Awareness of Human Trafficking Statewide 
Webinar Series | Register via Zoom
 1/8 – Cyber and Internet Safety 
 1/29 – Panel w/survivors 
 Past training recordings available on HM&AR website.

• Texas Gateway and Human Trafficking Module - Available now!

• Highly Mobile and At-Risk Webinars
 Thursday February 4th, 2021 1:00 - 2:30 pm
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88023427596#success
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/highly-mobile-and-at-risk-and-mental-health-supports
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/prevention-and-awareness-human-trafficking-school-aged-children


COVID-19 Guidance for Child Abuse, Neglect, and 
Human Trafficking| Awareness and Reporting

Special Populations Page Link
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-special-populations


Reflection Time

Take 2 minutes to reflect on the resources we explored.

In the next 72 hours

44

Now…
1.) Identify one resource you can use next week. 

Then…

2.) With whom will you share the resource with? 



Thank you for joining today’s presentation! 

Please take the survey linked at the QR code below to provide 
feedback! 
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Please take the survey to provide feedback!



Human Trafficking Program Contact 
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Kelly Kravitz
Director Highly Mobile and At-Risk Students

Debbie Solcher
Office of the Governor Child Sex-Trafficking Team

TEA Human Trafficking Resources: 
https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Other_Services/Human_Trafficking_of_Scho

ol-aged_Children/
Email: PreventingHumanTrafficking@tea.texas.gov

https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Other_Services/Human_Trafficking_of_School-aged_Children/
mailto:PreventingHumanTrafficking@tea.texas.gov
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