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Disclaimer 

• These slides have been prepared by the Student 
Assessment Division of the Texas Education 
Agency. 

• If any slide is changed for local use, please remove 
the TEA footer at the bottom of the slide. 
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Topics 

• Overview 
• Linguistic accommodations for students taking STAAR 

and STAAR L 
• Linguistic accommodations for students taking STAAR 

Modified 
• Linguistic accommodations for students taking STAAR 

L paper administrations 
 
 
 

3 

TEA Student Assessment Division 



Linguistic Accommodation 
Guide 
Linguistic Accommodations for ELLs Participating in the  
STAAR Program  
• Linguistic accommodation guide is principal source of 

linguistic accommodation information for testing 
personnel 

• Coordinators and test administrators should read and 
review the contents of this guide carefully 

• Available at 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/accomm
odations/ 
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Allowable Linguistic Accommodations for ELLs 
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When providing linguistic accommodations 
to students, test administrators may not 
provide any direct or indirect assistance 
or reinforcement that aids a student in 

identifying a correct response to the test 
question. 
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Linguistic Accommodations for 
Students Taking STAAR and 

STAAR L 
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Linguistic Accommodations  
STAAR  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Dictionary access to be provided for all students in grade 6 and up as part of STAAR dictionary policy 
 

Mathematics, 
Science,  

Social Studies 
Reading, Writing, English I, English II 

• Bilingual dictionary 

• Extra time (same day) 

• Grades 3–5: Dictionaries of various types* 

• Extra time (same day) 

• Clarification in English of meaning of  

• words in writing prompt (applies to all assessments 

listed above) 

• words in short-answer reading questions (English I-II 

only) 
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Linguistic Accommodations  
STAAR L  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Provided in online interface beginning spring 2013 

Mathematics, Science, Social Studies 

•  Clarification in English of word meaning* 
•  Reading aloud of text* 
•  Bilingual dictionary 
•  Extra time (same day) 
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Table showing allowable linguistic accommodations for students taking a STAAR L assessment



 

STAAR and STAAR L  
 Dictionaries 
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Dictionaries as a Linguistic 
Accommodation 

• Four categories: 
Bilingual dictionary 
English/ESL dictionary 
Non-English monolingual dictionary 
Picture dictionary 
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Bilingual Dictionary 
Allowable for STAAR and STAAR L (any subject)  
• Considered a linguistic accommodation for 
 mathematics, science, social studies (all grades) 
 grades 3–5 reading and grade 4 writing 

• Used to translate words (and sometimes common phrases) 
from one language to another 

• May include pictures as long as pictures do not illustrate 
content terminology or concepts 
 

 Reminder: Allowed for grade 6 and up reading and writing as part of 
STAAR dictionary policy (and not considered a linguistic accommodation) 
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Reminder: Allowed for grade 6 and up reading and writing as part of STAAR dictionary policy (and not considered a linguistic accommodation)



English/ESL Dictionary 
• Allowable for STAAR reading and writing only; not other 

STAAR subjects; not STAAR L 
• Considered a linguistic accommodation below grade 6 
• Unlike bilingual dictionaries, English dictionaries contain 

definitions of English words 
• ESL dictionaries define words using simpler English 
• Some dictionaries (e.g., children’s dictionaries, ESL 

dictionaries) include some pictures 
 

 Reminder: Allowed for grade 6 and up reading and writing as part of STAAR 
dictionary policy (and not considered a linguistic accommodation) 
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Non-English Monolingual Dictionary 

• Allowable for STAAR reading and writing only 
• Considered a linguistic accommodation in grade 3 and up 
• Single-language standard (definition) dictionary in a language 

other than English (e.g., dictionary of Spanish language; 
dictionary of Vietnamese language) 
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Picture Dictionary  

• Allowable for STAAR reading and writing only 
• Linguistic accommodation in grade 3 and up 
• Conveys word meaning through drawings or photos; includes 

only words that can be pictured  
• May be monolingual, bilingual, or multilingual (may show 

picture plus word in one language or more than one 
language) 
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Dictionaries 
Allowable and Nonallowable Formats 

Within four categories of allowable dictionaries, keep in mind 
the following guidelines:  
 Paper and electronic dictionary formats (including hand-

held electronic devices) are permitted 
 Electronic devices:  
 must not be Internet-based (it is not sufficient to disable 

Internet) 
 any features that allow entering and saving text or uploading 

files must be cleared before and after test administration  
 if device has additional capabilities (e.g. calculator) that 

cannot be disabled, the test administrator must actively 
monitor to ensure that these features are not accessed  
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Dictionaries 
Allowable and Nonallowable Formats 

• Subject-specific/topic-specific dictionaries (e.g., science 
dictionaries, academic language dictionaries, etc.) are not 
permitted 

• Bilingual, ESL, and standard monolingual dictionaries that 
contain occasional pictures are acceptable as long as the 
pictures do not illustrate content terminology or concepts 

• Electronic devices that translate beyond the level of words 
and set phrases are not considered bilingual dictionaries 
and are not permitted 

• Only dictionaries by reputable dictionary publishing 
companies should be used (no dictionaries produced by 
school districts, service centers, etc.)  
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STAAR and STAAR L   
Extra Time (Same Day) 
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Extra Time (Same Day)  
 
 Allowable for STAAR (any subject or course) and STAAR L 
 Enables ELL to have extra time within regularly scheduled 

school day to complete assessment 
 Does not mean ELL must take all day; means student may 

have additional time needed within school day 
 Not automatically allowed for all ELLs 
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STAAR  
Clarification in English of Word 

Meaning 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
Writing Prompts 

• Allowable for STAAR writing: grades 4, 7, English I-II 
• Per student request only, test administrator may clarify 

meaning of words and phrases on writing prompt page 
• Before providing clarification, test administrator should ask 

whether student has looked up word in dictionary; 
clarification can be provided to students who still need 
assistance after using dictionary  
 Grade 4 writing: This requirement does not apply if student is 

not using dictionary as linguistic accommodation 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
Writing Prompts 

 Test administrator may use simpler English, pictures, 
and/or gestures 

 Test administrator is not permitted to reinforce or 
emphasize any information on prompt page or assist 
with planning, organizing, or writing of composition 

 Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test 
administrators may reference a dictionary and are 
not required to give definitions or explanations from 
memory 
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STAAR Example 1: Grade 7 Writing (Expository) 
Clarification of Word Meaning in Writing Prompt 
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The test administrator may clarify the meaning of words and phrases on the prompt page at the request of the student. When a student asks for assistance with a word, the test administrator should first ask whether the student has attempted to look it up in the dictionary. In this example, the student may ask about the word “championships” in the stimulus. If after looking the word up in the dictionary the student still needs assistance, the test administrator might explain that a championship is “a final game between the best teams.” If the student asks about the phrase “accomplish good things by yourself,” the test administrator might explain that this means “to do good things without the help of other people.” The test administrator may also help the student understand the bulleted information on the page if the student requests help with the meaning of specific words and phrases. The test administrator may NOT assist in any way with planning, organizing, or writing the composition. In addition, reinforcing or emphasizing information on the prompt page, such as reminding the student to check spelling and punctuation, is NOT permitted. 



Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
 Short-Answer Reading Questions 
  Allowable for STAAR English I-II reading 
 Per student request only, test administrator may clarify 

meaning of words/phrases in short-answer questions 
 Before providing clarification, test administrator should ask 

whether student has looked up word in dictionary; 
clarification can be provided to students who still need 
assistance after using dictionary 

 Clarification is not permitted for 
 language arts terms 
 words/phrases that are part of selection title 
 words/phrases that are quoted from selection 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
Short-Answer Reading Questions 
 

• Test administrator may use simpler English, pictures, 
and/or gestures 

• Test administrator is not permitted to reinforce or 
emphasize any part of information or assist with 
planning, organizing, or writing of response 
 

Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a 
dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory. 
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Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory.



STAAR Example 2: English I Reading 
Clarification of Word Meaning in Short-Answer  

Reading Questions 
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In this example, a student might ask about the meaning of the word “enhance.” If after looking the word up in the dictionary the student still needs assistance, the test administrator may explain that it means “improve” or “make something better.” The test administrator is NOT permitted to assist with the meaning of the selection title “Anne of Green Gables” or with the language arts terms “stage directions” and “scene.” Clarification may be provided only for requested words/phrases that are  not language arts terms,  not part of the selection title, and  not quoted verbatim from the selection. The test administrator is not permitted to reinforce or emphasize any part of information or assist with planning, organizing, or writing of response. 



 

 STAAR L  
Clarification in English of Word 

Meaning And Reading Aloud of Text 
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For STAAR L only  
 
• Both clarification in English of word meaning and 

reading aloud of text  are provided for all 
students in the online interface. 
 
 

 
 
 

28 

TEA Student Assessment Division 



Linguistic Accommodations 
for Students Taking STAAR 

Modified 
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Linguistic Accommodations  
STAAR Modified   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 *Unique to STAAR Modified 
**Dictionary access to be provided for all students in grade 6 and up as part of STAAR 
dictionary policy 

Mathematics, Science,  
Social Studies 

Reading, Writing, English I, 
English II 

• Clarification in English of 
word meaning 

• Oral translation* 
• Reading aloud of text 

• Bilingual dictionary 

• Bilingual glossary* 
• Extra time (same day) 

• Clarification in English of word 
meaning 

• Oral translation* 
• Reading aloud of eligible text 

• Dictionaries of various types  
(grades 3–5)** 

• Extra time (same day) 
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 Dictionaries 
 STAAR Modified  
• STAAR policies for the following accommodations 

also apply to STAAR Modified*: 
 Bilingual dictionary 
 English dictionary (standard or ESL) 
 Monolingual dictionary in languages other than 

English 
 Picture dictionary 
 Extra time 
 
 
 
 

*See slides 14-22 for policies concerning these dictionaries. 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
 STAAR Modified Test I tems 

• Allowable for all STAAR Modified subjects/courses 
• Per student request, test administrators may provide 

the same type of clarification as STAAR L (paper 
administrations) and STAAR with following exceptions: 
 Clarification is allowed on multiple-choice items in reading 

and writing. 
 Writing: Test administrator must be careful not to clarify 

word meaning in a way that cues answers to items testing 
spelling, mechanics, and grammar.  
o Example: Test administrator is not permitted to clarify the 

meaning of tested words in item assessing homonyms. 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
STAAR Modified Test I tems 

• Test administrators are not permitted to clarify or otherwise 
explain content terminology or concepts, or provide any 
assistance that aids the student in finding a correct answer. 

• Test administrators should be trained using the STAAR L 
example items for paper administrations (slides 52, 53 and 
55) as reference for the types of words that are not eligible 
for clarification. For mathematics, science, social studies no 
English Clarification Guides (ECGs) will be provided. 

 
 
 
 

Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a 
dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory. 
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Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory.



Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
STAAR Modified Reading and Writing Selections 

• Per student request, test administrator may clarify meaning of 
occasional words and phrases in STAAR Modified reading and 
writing selections using simpler English, pictures and/or 
gestures. 

• Test administrator is not permitted to clarify meaning of 
entire sentences or longer portions of text.  

• Test administrator must not provide assistance that aids the 
student in determining correct answers to test questions. 
 

 Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a 
dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory. 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
 STAAR Modified Reading and Writing Selections 

• Reading selections: Test administrator must not clarify the 
meaning of vocabulary, expressions, or other phrasing 
specifically assessed in a test question  

• Writing selections: Test administrator must not clarify 
meaning in a way that provides cues related to spelling, 
mechanics, or grammar. For example, if a student requests 
clarification of the meaning of the misspelled word sugest in 
an editing selection, the test administrator must not 
comment on the misspelling when clarifying the meaning. 
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Reading Aloud of Words    
 STAAR Modified Test I tems 
 • Allowable for all STAAR Modified subjects/courses 
• Enables ELLs to ask test administrator to read aloud words, 

phrases, or occasional sentences in a test item. 
• Provided on student request basis only. 
• Includes words in stem, question, answer choices, and any stimuli 

(e.g., map, diagram, etc.). 
• Voice inflection must be kept neutral. 
• Numbers, symbols, and abbreviations can be read aloud as long 

as doing so does not invalidate what item is testing. 
 
 

 

Reminder: For grade 3 mathematics, standard test administration procedure 
allows all grade 3 students to receive reading (decoding) assistance on this 
assessment. 
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Reminder: For grade 3 mathematics, standard test administration procedure allows all grade 3 students to receive reading (decoding) assistance on this assessment.



Reading Aloud of Words     
 STAAR Modified Test I tems 
 • Includes test items  for reading and writing:  
 Writing: Only single words (not phrases or sentences) in multiple-

choice questions may be read aloud. Test administrator must be 
careful not to read aloud words that would aid students in 
determining answers to test questions.  
 For example, words in answer choices that assess spelling must be 

pronounced correctly even if there is a difference in pronunciation 
between the misspelled and correctly spelled word.  

NOTE:  
• Oral administrations: For reasons associated with their particular disabling condition, 

some students taking STAAR Modified tests may be eligible for an oral administration of 
test questions (exception: no oral administration of writing test questions). In such a 
case, TA must be familiar with, and follow, oral administration guidelines.  

• Writing prompts: Keep in mind that test administrators may read aloud all information 
on the prompt page if student requests or if documented in IEP. 
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Reading Aloud of Words   
STAAR Modified  
Reading and Writing Selections 
 

• Reading selections: At request of student, the test administrator 
may read aloud occasional words or phrases in a reading test 
selection. Sentences and longer portions of text must not be 
read aloud.  

• Writing selections: At request of student, test administrator may 
read aloud occasional single words. Reading aloud phrases or 
longer portions of text is not permitted. Correct pronunciation 
should be used in reading a misspelled word aloud.  

  
 

 
 
 

NOTE: Test administrators read aloud the title and prereading text above 
STAAR Modified reading and writing selections to all STAAR Modified 
students as part of standard test administration procedures.  
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NOTE: Test administrators read aloud the title and prereading text above STAAR Modified reading and writing selections to all STAAR Modified students as part of standard test administration procedures.



 
Oral Translation 
STAAR Modified  
  • Allowable for all STAAR Modified subjects/courses 
• At request of a student, test administrator may orally 

translate a word, term, phrase, or occasional 
sentence that student does not understand.  

• Test administrator is not permitted to define or 
explain content terminology, concepts, or skills 
assessed. Test administrator is permitted only to give 
equivalent word or words in other language.  
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Oral Translation 
STAAR Modified  
  • Examples:  
 If a Spanish-speaking student requests assistance with the 

meaning of the word sodium in an item, the test 
administrator may say the equivalent term sodio.  
 If the student asks what row means in a sentence in which 

the context refers to rowing a boat, the test administrator 
may say remar. 

• In translating, test administrator must not provide 
assistance that cues correct answers.  
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Bilingual Glossary (Word List) 
STAAR Modified  

• Allowable for all STAAR Modified subjects/courses 
• Students may use locally developed or other customized bilingual 

glossary to find the translation of words they have difficulty 
understanding in English. 

• Glossary must not include definitions, explanations, examples, or 
pictures that will aid students in understanding content terminology, 
concepts, or skills assessed. 

• Only native-language equivalents are allowed.  
• Example: It would be appropriate to translate square inch as pulgada 

cuadrada in Spanish in a bilingual glossary. It would not be appropriate 
to define what a square inch is or to include a picture of a square inch.
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Linguistic Accommodations 
for Students taking STAAR L 

Paper Administrations  
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Paper Administrations of STAAR L 
 Training Test Administrators 

 In addition to receiving training on general test 
administration procedures and test security, test 
administrators need to be trained in testing procedures 
specific to STAAR L paper administrations. 

 Test administrators who provide clarification of word 
meaning should be ―  
 familiar with the subject matter assessed and linguistic 

needs of the students, and  
 work routinely with the students in assisting with or 

delivering instruction. 
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Paper Administrations of STAAR L 
 Training Test Administrators 

 • Use sample ECG instructions page to familiarize 
test administrators with using an ECG. 

• Sample ECG found on STAAR L Resources page at 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/
ell/staarl/; also available in STAAR L Supplement 
for Paper Administrations. 

• Remember, ECGs are for test administrator use 
only and should not be distributed to students. 
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Paper Administrations of STAAR L 
Recording Accommodations 

• Test administrators must indicate in the “Linguistic 
Accommodations” drop-down menu on the Student 
Test Details screen that a linguistic accommodation, 
documented by the LPAC, was made available to a 
student, even if the student did not use the 
accommodation during testing. 
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Dictionaries and Extra time (same day) 
 STAAR L Paper Administration 

• As with online administrations of STAAR L, students 
testing on paper may be eligible to use a bilingual 
dictionary and/or extra time. 

• See slides #14 and #22 in this PowerPoint for more 
information on these linguistic accommodations. 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
STAAR L Paper Administration  
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies 

 
• Per student request only, the test administrator 

may clarify the  meaning of eligible words and 
phrases. 

• Test administrator may use simpler English, 
pictures, and/or gestures when clarifying 
meaning of eligible words or phrases 
 

 
 
 

47 

Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a 
dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory. 
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Clarification in English of Word Meaning 
STAAR L Paper Administration 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies 

 • Test administrator is not permitted to define, 
explain, or illustrate content terminology or 
concepts assessed  

• Secure English Clarification Guide (ECG) provided for 
test administrators to use with this accommodation  
 Contains instructions and secure list of words in each test 

item that are not eligible for clarification 
 For test administrator use only; not for students 
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Reading Aloud of Text  
STAAR L Paper Administration  
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies  

• Per student request only, test administrator  may read aloud words, 
phrases, or occasional sentences in a test item 

• Includes words in stem, question, answer choices, and any stimuli (e.g., 
map, diagram, etc.) 

• Voice inflection must be kept neutral 
• Numbers, symbols, and abbreviations can be read aloud as long as doing 

so does not invalidate what item is testing 
• Voice inflection must be kept neutral 
• Numbers, symbols, and abbreviations can be read aloud as long as doing 

so does not invalidate what item is testing 
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Reminder: For grade 3 mathematics, standard test administration procedure 
allows all grade 3 students to receive reading (decoding) assistance on this 
assessment. 
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Reminder: For grade 3 mathematics, standard test administration procedure allows all grade 3 students to receive reading (decoding) assistance on this assessment.Note: When clarifying the meaning of words, test administrators may reference a dictionary and are not required to give definitions or explanations from memory.



STAAR L Paper Administrations 
Item Examples –  

Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies 
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STAAR L Paper Administration  
Example 1: Grade 5 Mathematics 
Reading Aloud 
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When reading aloud text requested by a student, the test administrator must keep voice inflection neutral at all times. The test administrator may read aloud numbers, symbols, and abbreviations within phrases or sentences read aloud as long as doing so does not invalidate what the item is assessing. In this example, if the student requests that the phrase “improper fraction is equivalent to 3 7/8” be read aloud, the test administrator should say “improper fraction is equivalent to” and then read the fraction as “three and seven eighths.” Note, however, that in an item that is specifically assessing the ability of the student to express or write a number in words, the test administrator would not be permitted to read the number aloud. Doing so would invalidate what the item is assessing.If a student requests only that a number (not a number embedded in text) be read aloud, the test administrator should respond, “I cannot help you with that; just do the best you can.” The reading aloud of numbers, symbols, and abbreviations is allowed when embedded in text so as not to artificially interrupt the flow and impede comprehension of the phrase or sentence read aloud. The point, though, is not to provide assistance in reading or comprehending numbers, symbols, abbreviations themselves. 



 

STAAR L Paper Administration  
Example 2: Grade 8 Mathematics 
Clarification in English of word meaning 
Reading aloud 
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In this example, a student might ask for assistance with the words “bottled water.” The test administrator may draw a picture of a bottle of water to convey its meaning. In clarifying a word’s meaning, the test administrator should not draw or write in the student’s test booklet. If necessary, the test administrator may write or draw on a separate sheet of paper, which should be destroyed immediately after the test session. The word “brand” is another word an ELL may not know in English. If a student requests help with the meaning of this word, the test administrator might explain what “brand” means by giving a simple definition or some examples of common brand names of bottled water.Remember, the test administrator may assist a student by clarifying the meaning of any requested words in the test item that are not in the Words Not Eligible for Clarification list in the ECG. If reading aloud words is also an approved accommodation and the student asks for help with the word “ounce,” the test administrator may pronounce the word. If the student still does not understand, the test administrator might say that it is a unit of volume and point to the word “ounces” in the student’s STAAR Grade 8 Mathematics Reference Materials. 



  
STAAR L Paper Administration  
Example 3: Chemistry EOC 
Clarification in English of word meaning 
Bilingual Dictionary 
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The test administrator may assist a student by clarifying the meaning of any requested words in the test item that are not in the Words Not Eligible for Clarification list in the ECG. In this example, a student might ask about the word “forms,” and the test administrator may explain that forms means “is made” or “is created.” If the student asks about the word “model,” the test administrator might explain that it means “show” or “represent.” Note that students using a bilingual dictionary can look up the translation of any word in a test item, including content terminology in the Words Not Eligible for Clarification list. The test administrator is not allowed to clarify the meaning of scientific symbols and abbreviations, such as those in the answer choices. If a student asks for assistance that is not authorized, the test administrator should say, “I can’t help you with that. Just do the best you can.”



STAAR L Paper Administration  
Example 4: U.S. History EOC 
Reading aloud 
Bilingual dictionary 
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In this example, the student may request that the test administrator read aloud “judicial” in the cartoon. The test administrator is permitted to read aloud any word in the question, answer choices, or stimulus at the request of a student. The test administrator is NOT permitted to assist the student in any way in understanding or interpreting the stimulus or in finding the correct answer to an item.In addition, unless the student is also eligible for clarification and the test administrator is using an ECG, the test administrator must not provide help to clarify the meaning of any words requested by the student. If the student is using a bilingual dictionary, the test administrator may suggest that the student use it to look up the meaning of the word “judicial.”



 
STAAR L Paper Administration  
Example 5: World Geography EOC 
Clarification in English of word meaning 
Reading aloud 
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The word “drought” in answer choice D of this example is one that might be difficult for some ELLs to decode. If a student asks for assistance with this word, the test administrator is not permitted to clarify the meaning of the word because it is in the Words Not Eligible for Clarification list in the ECG. The test administrator may, however, read the word aloud if the student has this as an approved accommodation.When a student receiving both clarification and read-aloud accommodations asks for assistance with a word, the test administrator should first read the word aloud; it may be that the student is having difficulty decoding it. If the word is not on the Not Eligible list in the ECG, the test administrator may clarify its meaning if the student asks for further assistance. Test administrators are permitted to clarify the meaning of requested words in the question, answer choices, and any stimuli (e.g., graph, map, chart, etc.) as long as the words do not appear in the Not Eligible list. Test administrators are NOT allowed to provide any assistance in understanding or interpreting the stimulus, or provide any assistance that would aid the student in finding the correct answer. Note that any word in the question, answer choices, or stimulus may be read aloud at the request of a student receiving this accommodation.  For read-aloud accommodations, there are no ineligible words. When reading aloud a phrase or sentence, the test administrator may read aloud numbers, symbols, and abbreviations as long as doing so does not invalidate what the item is assessing.



For More Information 

• This PowerPoint is posted on the Accommodation Resources page 
of the Student Assessment Division website at 
www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/accommodations 

 
 

• If further assistance is needed, contact the TEA Student 
Assessment Division  
 (512) 463-9536 
 ELL.tests@tea.state.tx.us 
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