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Look at the photograph.
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Write a story about taking care of something or someone. Be sure that your story is focused 
and complete and that it has an interesting plot and engaging characters.  
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Score Point 1 

The story represents a very limited writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the story is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses narrative strategies or 
literary devices that are only marginally suited to the literary task, or they 
are inappropriate or not evident at all. The writer presents the story in a 
random or illogical way, causing it to lack clarity and direction.  

 Many of the details do not contribute to the story. The writer’s lack of focus 
on a specific character, event, or idea weakens the unity and coherence of 
the story.  

 The writer’s presentation of the story is weak. Repetition or wordiness 
sometimes causes serious disruptions in the story line. At other times the 
lack of meaningful transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections makes 
one or more parts of the story unclear or difficult to follow.  

Development of Ideas 

 The development of the story is weak because the details are inappropriate, 
vague, or insufficient. They do not contribute to key literary elements such as 
character development, conflict, and point of view. 

 The story is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt may 
be vague or confused. In some cases, the story as a whole is only weakly 
linked to the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the story in a 
manner that demonstrates a lack of understanding of the literary writing 
task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no 
awareness of the literary purpose. The word choice may impede the quality 
and clarity of the story. 

 Sentences may be simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, weakening the 
effectiveness of the story. 

 The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and 
persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and 
sometimes interfere with meaning.  
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Score Point 1 
In this very limited response, the writer explains the importance of taking care of a 2004 
KX250F dirt bike and then provides explicit instructions on how this should be done. Despite 
the presence of many details and a good control of conventions throughout the essay, the 
writer presents the essay in a form that is inappropriate to the specific demands of the prompt. 
The details the writer includes do not contribute to key literary elements such as character 
development or conflict. Overall, the writer demonstrates a lack of understanding of the 
literary writing task. 
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Score Point 1 
The writer of this very limited response creates a story about a boy named David who takes 
care of a necklace that contains a photo of a mother he has never known. The story is 
sometimes difficult to follow because the writer demonstrates little or no command of the 
conventions of punctuation, grammar, and word usage. In addition, there are almost no correct 
sentence boundaries. These errors disrupt the fluency of the story and interfere with meaning. 

 
         
 
 
 



STAAR English I           
April 2013                                                                                                                                             Literary – 3 

 
Score Point 1 
In this very limited writing performance, the writer presents two brief examples illustrating the 
importance of taking care of her material possessions. Although these examples are centered 
on the importance of keeping things in an almost new condition, the writer does not clearly link 
these examples within a coherent story line. Instead, the examples function more as support for 
the writer’s assertion that “Taking care of something or someone proves what kind of person 
you are.” This composition is only marginally suited to the literary task.        
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Score Point 1 
The writer of this essay describes how he takes care of a horse named Red Fury. Although the 
writer provides a few details recounting what he does to care for the horse in the morning, he 
repeats the information several times during the essay. This repetition results in a narrative that 
is only weakly developed and contains details that fail to contribute to character development or 
to the story line. An inconsistent use of sentence boundaries further disrupts the fluency of this 
very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 

The story represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the story is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or responsive to the specific demands of the 
prompt. The writer uses narrative strategies or literary devices that are only 
somewhat suited to the literary task. The writer is able to convey some sense 
of the story.  

 Some of the details do not contribute to the story. The writer may focus on a 
specific character, event, or idea but may not sustain that focus, limiting the 
unity and coherence of the story.  

 The writer’s presentation of the story is inconsistent. Sometimes repetition or 
wordiness causes minor disruptions in the story line. At other times 
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or 
weak to support the logical movement of the story.  

Development of Ideas 

 The development of the story is minimal and remains at a surface level 
because there are few details, they are not always appropriate, or they are 
too general. For the most part, the details contribute only marginally to key 
literary elements such as character development, conflict, and point of view. 

 The story reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the 
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the story in a manner 
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the literary writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the literary purpose. The word choice may limit the quality and 
clarity of the story. 

 Sentences may be awkward or only somewhat controlled, limiting the 
effectiveness of the story. 

 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Some 
distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the 
fluency or meaning of the writing.  
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Score Point 2 
The writer is forced to take care of her father after he breaks his leg and this, to her surprise, 
does not ruin her summer vacation. The development of the story is minimal, and the few 
details that the writer includes keep the narrative at a surface level. Some of the details the 
student presents are not responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. For example, the 
student chooses to include many details about discovering that her father is hurt and needs help, 
but the details about taking care of her father are only superficially presented. However, there is 
some logical movement through the narrative, and the writer is able to convey some sense of 
her story. In addition, the writer demonstrates an appropriate control of conventions. Overall, 
this response represents a basic writing performance.   
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Score Point 2 
In this imaginative third-person narrative, the student creates a tale about an astronaut named 
Nate taking care of a robot called R2CPO. The development of the story line is minimal 
because the student glosses over some information and does not take time to develop Nate’s 
character or the inherent conflict that he faces. In addition, the student’s word choice is general 
in places, which hinders the overall quality of the piece. For all these reasons, the story 
represents a basic writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 
In this basic writing performance, the student focuses on the relationship between him and his 
dog. The writer’s narrative strategy is only somewhat suited to the purpose of literary writing. 
Overall, there is some movement through time, but this movement would have been stronger if 
the student would have written about a specific time he took care of King. The student is able to 
establish a wistful tone through word choice that conveys his regret over not spending as much 
time with King as he would have liked. Although the writer provides some details that help to 
develop the relationship between him and his dog, other details are glossed over and require 
further development. In addition, sentence boundary problems affect the overall quality of the 
response.  
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Score Point 2 
In this basic writing performance, the narrator goes to WalMart with her mom to get groceries 
but comes home with the dog of her dreams. The writer’s presentation of the story is somewhat 
inconsistent. Wordiness at the beginning slows down the logical movement of the story line (you 
don’t have much responsibilities; I wanted more responsibilities; The new responsibility I always 
wanted). Although this wordiness does not completely stall the progression of the story, the 
details added by the writer are too few and general to contribute more than marginally to 
character development, conflict, or point of view. Because of slow progression and surface-level 
development, this writer demonstrates only a limited understanding of the literary writing task. 
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Score Point 3 

The story represents a satisfactory writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the story is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer 
uses narrative strategies or literary devices that are adequately suited to the 
literary task. The writer is able to clearly convey the story.  

 Most details contribute to the effectiveness of the story. The writer focuses 
on a specific character, event, or idea and generally sustains that focus. The 
story is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in 
focus. 

 The writer’s presentation of the story is adequately controlled. For the most 
part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are 
sufficient to support the logical movement of the story.  

Development of Ideas 

 Specific details add some substance to the story. For the most part, these 
details contribute to key literary elements such as character development, 
conflict, and point of view. 

 The story reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer's response to the prompt 
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the story in a manner 
that demonstrates a good understanding of the literary writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, specific and concrete. It 
reflects an awareness of the literary purpose. The word choice usually 
contributes to the quality and clarity of the story. 

 Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part 
contributing to the effectiveness of the story. 

 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage conventions. 
Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in 
the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of the story.  
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the student focuses on the sad surprise of finding her 
grandfather severely ill on what should have been a routine family visit. Specific details and 
word choice, such as “The house just didn’t have the spunk” and “hooked up to all sorts of little 
gadgets,” add some substance. The story reflects some thoughtfulness because the writer uses 
internal conflict and point of view to convey her deeply-felt need to help take care of her 
grandfather “just by being there” for the entire summer. Transitions are meaningful, and the story 
progresses logically from the narrator’s initial visit to the difficult final days. In addition, the 
overall strength of conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the story. 
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the student tells the imaginative story of Princess Aria 
and her mother taking care of each other after Aria’s father and brothers were killed in a war. 
The story is generally focused on Aria’s birthday and her mother’s gift of earrings that Aria 
cares for out of remembrance for her father. The writer’s presentation of the story is generally 
controlled. Although most details are related to the story, they only add some substance to it. A 
tighter focus would be needed to achieve a higher score point. 
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              Score Point 3 

Caring for a variety of animals on a farm allows the writer to learn a valuable lesson about 
responsibility. Specific and pertinent details describe a pivotal moment when the narrator shirks 
responsibility, building his character and developing the conflict of the story. The writer’s 
reflections add some substance to the story (I think they enjoyed it. I feel bad for what I said, 
even if I didn’t mean it.). Transitions could be stronger, but the sentence-to-sentence 
connections support the logical movement of the story. Although there are some spelling errors, 
they do not disrupt the fluency of the writing or affect the clarity of the story. Overall, the 
conventions in this satisfactory writing performance are adequately controlled. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer utilizes third-person point of view to tell the story of James and Rose. The consistent 
use of this point of view allows the writer to clearly convey the story. Specific details about the 
relationship between James and Rose provide background information that affects the series of 
events that follow. These details also add some substance to the piece by contributing to 
character development and conflict. In addition, word choice is mostly specific, and the varied 
sentences are adequately controlled. In spite of these strengths, the writer repeats information, 
specifically when Rose is grateful for James’s help, which affects the logical movement of the 
story. Overall, this story represents a satisfactory writing performance. 
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Score Point 4 

The story represents an accomplished writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the story is appropriate to the purpose and 
responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses narrative 
strategies or literary devices that are particularly well suited to the literary 
task. The writer is able to skillfully convey the story.  

 All details contribute to the effectiveness of the story. The writer focuses on a 
specific character, event, or idea and sustains that focus, strengthening the 
unity and coherence of the story. 

 The writer’s presentation of the story is well controlled. Meaningful 
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the logical 
movement of the story. 

Development of Ideas 

 Specific, well-chosen details add substance to the story. These details 
contribute significantly to key literary elements such as character 
development, conflict, and point of view. 

 The story is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may respond to the prompt 
from an unusual perspective, may use his/her unique experiences or view of 
the world as a basis for writing, or may connect ideas in interesting ways. 
The writer develops the story in a manner that demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of the literary writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is vivid and expressive. It reflects a keen awareness 
of the literary purpose. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality 
and clarity of the story.  

 Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the 
effectiveness of the story. 

 The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. 
Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency 
of the writing or the clarity of the story. The overall strength of the 
conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the story. 
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Score Point 4 
Just the thought of returning each day to a beloved calf’s comforting “Moo” is enough to insulate 
a young boy from the unkind remarks of unsympathetic schoolchildren. From the beginning, the 
writer of this accomplished third-person narrative contributes to character development by 
establishing the relationship of two unlikely best friends and developing this relationship through 
playful dialogue. There is a logical movement to the story, and well-chosen details suggest that 
the calf is, in fact, the one nurturing Aiden. The presentation is thoughtful and engaging, and the 
tight focus on one experience makes this an accomplished writing performance. 
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Score Point 4 
The writer of this descriptive first-person narrative creates a complex story set in a waning post-
apocalyptic world where any hopes for the future lay in the narrator’s ability to protect a meager, 
solitary plant. The tone is consistently dismal and desperate. Pertinent details and expressive 
word choice complement each other, strongly illustrating the contrasts between the plant’s 
physical beauty and its tender strength that will bear the burden of saving the entire world from 
death. True to this type of genre, the story is organized somewhat like a scientific diary or report. 
The presentation of the story is well controlled and logical because the student uses strong 
sentence-to-sentence and paragraph-to-paragraph transitions. The unity and coherence of this 
accomplished writing performance are strong and show that the student is able to demonstrate a 
thorough understanding of the literary writing task. 
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Score Point 4 
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer characterizes the complicated relationship 
the narrator develops with the beneficiary of her care, a fragile egg she names Eggbert. 
Maintaining a humorous tone throughout, the writer skillfully develops her main characters. In 
the true spirit of the task, she endows the egg with all the human attributes of a young child. 
Using specific, well-chosen details, the writer tightly focuses the piece and maintains a 
consistent first-person point of view. The story moves logically from beginning to end. The 
presentation of this story is well controlled because the writer includes meaningful transitions 
and strong sentence-to-sentence connections. The writer’s vivid and expressive word choice is 
conveyed through dialogue, whimsical anecdotes, and the musings of the narrator. All details 
contribute to the effectiveness of the story in this accomplished writing performance. 



STAAR English I                            
April 2013                                                                                                                                            Literary – 16 

 
Score Point 4 
In this descriptive story, an elderly woman leaves the family beach house for a final time, 
saying goodbye to an “everlasting friend,” the keeper of her childhood memories. A wealth of 
expressive and vivid language helps the reader gain access to both character and conflict. A 
bittersweet and nostalgic tone is established at the beginning and carried through to the end 
when the protagonist says goodbye to the house one last time. The gentle embrace of the house 
by twisted hands, the motion of sagging leaves, and the reminiscent fragrance of the gardenia 
evoke the sweet sorrow of parting. The writer flashes back to the first time the main character 
sees the house. This flashback is handled well because the reader is never confused as to which 
time period the narrative currently occupies. This is a thoughtful story with a mature perspective 
in which all details contribute significantly. In addition, a consistent command of conventions 
enriches the quality and clarity of the story. 
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