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English II Writing
Expository Prompt
Read the following quotation.

Weeds are flowers too, once you get to know them.
—A. A. Milne

First impressions can sometimes be misleading. Think carefully about this statement.
Write an essay explaining the importance of getting to know people before forming an opinion
about them.
Be sure to —
• clearly state your thesis
• organize and develop your ideas effectively
• choose your words carefully
• edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
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Score Point 1
The essay represents a very limited writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction.



Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
thesis statement is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to
maintain focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may
shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.



The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to
present ideas in a random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the
essay unclear or difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.



The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to
the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity
of the essay.



Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the
effectiveness of the essay.



The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling,
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and
persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and
sometimes interfere with meaning.
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Expository – 1

Score Point 1
In this very limited writing performance, the writer presents a story about a girl’s first day at
her new school in New York. Although the story relates to the prompt, the organizational
structure is inappropriate to the purpose and specific demands of the expository task. The
development is weak because the details included function only to advance the story line
rather than to provide an explanation. In addition, the writer’s word choice does not establish
an appropriate expository tone.
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Expository – 2

Score Point 1
The writer does not include a functional thesis statement. Although the idea that “getting to
know someone before basing an opinion can help them and yourself make new friends” is a
possible thesis statement, this idea is not addressed in the sentences that follow. In fact, some
of the sentences are not completely responsive to the specific demands of the prompt,
weakening the organizational structure and causing the essay to lack focus. Additionally,
uncontrolled sentences throughout the composition weaken the fluency of the writing. The
weak sentence-to-sentence connections and lack of a clear thesis make the essay difficult to
follow. This essay represents a very limited writing performance.
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Expository – 3

Score Point 1
The writer begins the essay by trying to explain how first impressions can be misleading. The
writer attempts to develop this idea by providing a hypothetical example. However, the
development is vague, impeding the clarity of the essay. The writer then switches to a
discussion about judging others before getting to know them. This abrupt shift in focus
weakens the coherence of the essay. In addition, serious and persistent errors in grammar,
spelling, and usage create disruptions in the fluency of the writing.
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Expository – 4

Score Point 1
The writer establishes a clear thesis in this essay, asserting that being judged on first glance is
never fair or fun. The writer remains focused on the thesis and attempts to provide support
through personal experience. However, the development is somewhat repetitive because the
writer uses such vague language in her attempt to explain. This vague word choice causes the
development of ideas to be insubstantial and insufficient, indicating a very limited writing
performance.
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Score Point 2
The essay represents a basic writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are
only somewhat suited to the expository task.



Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
writer’s thesis statement is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an
effective thesis or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes
with the focus and coherence of the essay.



The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled.
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the
relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too
briefly or partially presented.



The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing
task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality
and clarity of the essay.



Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the
effectiveness of the essay.



The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Some
distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the
fluency or meaning of the writing.
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Expository – 5

Score Point 2
The writer offers the general thesis that it is important to get to know someone before forming
an opinion. The writer provides a few general ideas and minimally develops them to support
this thesis. The essay is superficial because the writer’s examples are only briefly presented.
In addition, the progression of ideas is not always controlled since sentence-to-sentence
connections are too perfunctory to show the relationships among ideas. This response
represents a basic writing performance.
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Expository – 6

Score Point 2
In the last two sentences of this essay, the writer provides a thesis that you should not judge
others so quickly because you may miss out on a good friendship. However, the progression
of ideas is not always controlled from the beginning to the end of the essay. The writer first
offers the hypothetical example of talking to someone with tattoos and discovering that
everything is not what it seems. This example is minimally developed. The writer then shifts
the focus of the composition to a personal anecdote. This anecdote contains details that are not
always appropriate to the specific demands of the prompt because she includes irrelevant
information in the second paragraph (an overview of her first day at her new school) that does
not contribute to the development of her explanation. Overall, the writer presents an
organizational structure that is only somewhat suited to the expository task.
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Expository – 7

Score Point 2
In this response, the writer offers the weak thesis that sometimes first impressions are very
important and sometimes they are misleading. The inclusion of a weak thesis makes it
difficult for the writer to communicate his ideas. Although he attempts to explain this thesis in
paragraphs 2 and 3, they are not connected to each other. Paragraph 2 explains that it’s
important to make a good first impression when applying for a job, while paragraph 3
illustrates how first impressions may be deceptive. Because the relationships between these
ideas are unclear, the writer cannot build his development from one paragraph to the next, so
the development remains at a superficial level. However, the explanation is specific enough
overall for this essay to be considered a basic writing performance.
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Expository – 8

Score Point 2
The writer provides a thesis asserting that it is important to get to know people because you
never know what kind of person they might be on the inside. The essay’s development is
superficial because the examples and details are appropriate but not very specific. This lack of
specificity is due in part to the writer’s general word choice. The writer’s progression of ideas
is weak due to repetition that causes some disruptions in the flow of the essay. For example,
several times in this brief essay the writer repeats the idea that people should give others a
chance. In addition, sentences are only somewhat controlled. This essay represents a basic
writing performance.
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Score Point 3
The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately
suited to the expository task.



The writer establishes a clear thesis statement. Most ideas are related to the
thesis and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The essay is
coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus.



The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships
among ideas.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the
essay.



The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to
the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.



Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.



The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in
the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of the essay.
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Expository – 9

Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer uses an analogy to explain that “people are
like books; you have to get to know them” before passing judgment. Using details that are
appropriate and specific, the writer explains how reading the first few pages of a book is
similar to getting to know a person. The writer develops the essay in a manner that is original
rather than formulaic, using a meaningful transition (“It is the same way with people”) to
connect her discussion of books with her discussion of people. This connection allows her to
build her development, adding substance and thoughtfulness to the essay. The writer’s word
choice is, for the most part, clear and specific, reflecting an awareness of the expository
purpose and contributing to the clarity of the essay.
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Expository – 10

Score Point 3
In this response the writer presents the thesis that people should not rely on first impressions
because these impressions could be wrong. The writer provides some thoughtful philosophical
observations about the reasons why first impressions are not always accurate. He sufficiently
explains how the development of high school cliques works to keep people on superficial
terms and perpetuates misleading stereotypes. Sentence-to-sentence connections show the
relationships among ideas: that relying on first impressions causes stereotyping, which in turn
creates barriers between people. Although the word choice could be more specific, the writer
demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task. The writer’s control of
sentences and conventions also strengthens the effectiveness of the essay.
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Expository – 11

Score Point 3
The writer establishes the clear thesis that although people are “instinctively trained to make
judgments…it is important to get to know someone before forming an opinion about them.”
The first paragraph is sufficiently developed with appropriate details from the novel
Fahrenheit 451. This example is effective because the described experience of the main
character, Guy Montag, strongly relates to the ideas presented in the introduction. The writer
then explores the idea that a person’s experiences are the “building blocks of personality.”
Although the observations discussed in this paragraph are related to the prompt and thesis, it
is unclear how this philosophical example connects to the literary example from the previous
paragraph. Therefore, the essay is coherent but not always unified. Overall, this essay
represents a satisfactory writing performance.
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Expository –12

Score Point 3
The writer of this satisfactory essay states his thesis at the end of the response: don’t judge
others until you get to know them. The student begins his discussion by stating that “white
men judged African American people by the color of their skin” in the 1600s and then
abruptly shifts to an explanation of how this same type of shallow, unfair judgment can still be
seen today in the attitudes of football players and people with money. Although all these ideas
are connected to the thesis, the writer has included too many ideas and does not develop any
of them sufficiently. However, the next section of the essay—the description of the friendship
the writer has with a boy who seems completely different from him—contains details that are
appropriate to the explanatory task and add some substance to the essay. To achieve a higher
score, the writer would need to make this essay more coherent.
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Score Point 4
The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.
Organization/Progression


The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly
well suited to the expository task.



The writer establishes a clear thesis statement. All ideas are strongly related
to the thesis and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. By
sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and
coherent.



The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the
writer’s train of thought easy to follow.

Development of Ideas


The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay.



The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions


The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.



Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the essay.



The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions.
Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency
of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of the
conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.
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Expository – 13

Score Point 4
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer establishes the clear thesis that “we owe it
to the people we come in contact with to get to know them first.” In the first paragraph, the
writer uses a hypothetical cheerleader example to support her thesis. The writer then widens
the scope of her observations to the world outside of high school and reminds the reader that on
some level everyone makes assumptions based on stereotypes. Word choice is purposeful and
precise, and a strong expository tone is evident throughout the essay. The writer’s perceptive
insights add to the depth and effectiveness of the response. Because every sentence contributes
to the development of the writer’s explanation, the essay is tightly focused, making it both
unified and coherent.
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Expository – 14

Score Point 4
This thoughtful, engaging response begins with the portrait of a girl who seems “taciturn and
unsociable” but becomes the writer’s friend after his first impressions are set aside. This
personal anecdote supports the thesis that getting to know and understand a person yields the
most accurate impression. The writer adds substance to the response with well-chosen
examples and specific details from novels. The transition the writer uses in the first sentence
of paragraph 3 provides a meaningful connection between Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird and
Lloyd in The Little Colonel’s House Party, both of whom learn that there is a difference
between initial impressions and “a more accurate, informed opinion.” In addition, the writer’s
word choice reflects a keen awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone
appropriate to the task.
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Expository – 15

Score Point 4
This accomplished writing performance is centered on the thesis that hasty conclusions about
a person are misleading and “may change over time.” The development is effective because
specific, well-chosen examples explain how initial meetings are marked by uncertainty, but as
people gradually get to know one another, true personalities are revealed. The writer connects
ideas in an unusual, but interesting, way by comparing this process to trying new food or
unpeeling the layers of something “to get to the truth.” Meaningful sentence-to-sentence
connections enhance the flow of the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas,
making the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. In addition, the sentences are varied and
purposeful. Overall, the writer develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the expository writing task.
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Expository – 16

Score Point 4
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer skillfully crafts the essay by framing a
philosophical discussion with a personal anecdote. The development of the essay is focused
on a thesis asserting that first impressions do not reveal a person’s true self. The writer is able
to connect his ideas in interesting ways because he uses his view of the world as a basis for
writing. The writer’s purposeful and concrete word choice is specific and reflects a thorough
understanding of the expository writing task. In addition, the overall strength of the
conventions strongly contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.

