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 English II Writing 
Persuasive Prompt

Read the following quotation.

What I like about cities is that everything is 
king-size, the beauty and the ugliness.

—Joseph Brodsky

Although large cities are exciting places to live, small towns have their own special 
characteristics. Think carefully about this idea.

Write an essay stating your position on whether it is better to live in a large city or in a small 
town.

Be sure to —

• state your position clearly
• use appropriate organization
• provide specific support for your argument
• choose your words carefully
• edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
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Score Point 1 

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies 
that are only marginally suited to the persuasive task, or they are 
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational 
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the issue specified in the prompt, but the 
writer’s position is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to 
maintain focus on the issue, may include extraneous information, or may 
shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.  

 The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes 
causes serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of 
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to 
present ideas in a random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the 
essay unclear or difficult to follow.  

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is weak. The argument is ineffective and 
unconvincing because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support 
the position are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.  

 The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is 
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked 
to the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the persuasive writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no 
awareness of the persuasive purpose and does not establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. Word choice may impede the quality and clarity of 
the essay. 

 Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and 
persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and 
sometimes interfere with meaning. 
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Score Point 1 
The writer provides the clear position that small towns are better. However, the writer’s 
development of ideas supporting the position is weak because the evidence he uses is vague 
and insufficient. The first paragraph repeats the quotation from the prompt page and offers 
little support beyond the idea that things in cities “are very good and very bad.” The writer 
provides a few ideas to support the position, but the ideas are either not developed or vague 
(e.g., “the bad things aren’t that bad”). This vague and undeveloped support causes the 
argument to be ineffective. The essay represents a very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 1 
In this essay the writer takes the position that small towns are better than big cities. To 
support this position, the writer provides three reasons: in small towns there is hardly any 
crime, you can know everyone because the population is so small, and you don’t have to 
spend much money on gas. Instead of developing the argument, the writer simply applies the 
negative of each idea to big cities to illustrate why they are worse than small towns. For 
example, the writer states that you have to spend lots of money on gas in big cities, but in 
small towns you don’t have to spend as much money on gas. This “flip-side” organizational 
structure is ineffective because it is repetitious and results in an unconvincing argument. 
These factors cause the essay to be very limited. 
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Score Point 1 
In this essay the writer takes the position that large cities are better than small cities. 
Awkward sentences limit the effectiveness of the essay, and serious and persistent errors in 
grammar and usage create disruptions in the fluency of the writing. Although the writer 
attempts to provide some reasons and evidence, the uncontrolled sentences and conventions 
errors interfere with meaning and prevent the reader from fully understanding the argument.  
This composition represents a very limited writing performance.        
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Score Point 1 
The writer states that there are advantages in living in a city and a small town. However, the 
lack of a position statement causes the writing to be unclear because it forces the reader to 
guess which position the writer is trying to support. In addition, the essay has no coherence 
because the writer shifts abruptly from sentence to sentence and idea to idea. For example, 
the writer states that living in cities allows people to make friends. In the next sentence, she 
states that living in cities allows for more job opportunities. Both of these ideas relate to the 
benefits of living in the city, but they do not relate to each other. The lack of a position 
statement and the absence of a coherent argument cause this essay to be very limited. 
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Score Point 2 

The essay represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay 
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are 
only somewhat suited to the persuasive task. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the issue specified in the prompt, but the 
writer’s position is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of a clear, effective 
position or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with the 
focus and coherence of the essay.  

 The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. 
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of 
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the 
relationships among ideas. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is minimal. The argument is superficial and largely 
unconvincing because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support 
the position are not always appropriate or are too briefly or partially 
presented.  

 The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the 
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the persuasive writing 
task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the persuasive purpose but does little to establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. Word choice may not contribute to the quality and 
clarity of the essay.   

 Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Some 
distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor disruptions in the 
fluency or meaning of the writing.   
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Score Point 2 
In the last sentence of this basic writing performance, the writer asserts that there are 
advantages and disadvantages to living in a large city or a small town; it’s up to each 
individual person to decide which is better. The writer uses an appropriate organizational 
strategy (compare/contrast) to develop his position. The development of ideas, however, is 
superficial because the evidence the writer uses to support his position is too briefly 
developed, and the sentence-to-sentence connections are too weak to effectively show the 
relationships among ideas. In addition, the writer demonstrates only a partial control of 
sentences and conventions.   
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Score Point 2 
Although the writer focuses on a description of his town and his preference for living there, 
he does not include a clear position statement. The writer describes the town, but some of the 
evidence is inappropriate. For example, the descriptions in paragraph two are included more 
to familiarize the reader with the area than to support a position. The argument is superficial 
because the persuasive evidence is too briefly presented. The writer includes some sentences 
that could indicate a position, such as “Living in a small town gives me a sense of 
community.” However, the lack of a clear position statement and the inclusion of irrelevant 
information cause this essay to be a basic writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 
The writer takes the position that she prefers small towns to big cities. The writer offers 
several reasons to support her position; however, the development is superficial because the 
evidence is too briefly presented. In addition, the transitions and sentence-to-sentence 
connections are too perfunctory to support the flow of the essay. This essay represents a basic 
writing performance.  
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Score Point 2 
Although the writer provides the clear thesis that he thinks living in a large city is better than 
living in a small town, the evidence he uses in paragraph two to support his argument is 
weakened by his focus on the negatives as well as on the positives of living in a large city. In 
paragraph three, the writer further weakens his argument by discussing the mostly positive 
aspects of living in a small town. Overall, these problems cause the argument to be largely 
unconvincing, demonstrating that the writer has only a limited understanding of the 
persuasive writing task. 
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Score Point 3 

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is 
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately 
suited to the persuasive task. 

 The writer establishes a clear position. Most ideas are related to the position 
and are focused on the issue specified in the prompt. The essay is coherent, 
though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in focus. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the 
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships 
among ideas. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is sufficient. The argument is largely convincing 
because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the position are 
specific and appropriate. 

 The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt 
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates a good understanding of the persuasive writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the persuasive purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to 
the task. Word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are reasonably varied and adequately controlled, contributing for 
the most part to the effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. 
Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) disruptions in 
the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of the essay. 
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory essay, the writer establishes the position that he would personally prefer to 
live in a small town, even though there are valid points to living in a large city or a smaller town. 
Taking a qualified position is a valid approach to the persuasive task and is considered 
responsive to the prompt. The writer uses specific and appropriate reasons to contrast the “sense 
of community” in a small town to the “transfusion of ideas” in a large city. Although the writer 
moves back and forth between discussing the positives and negatives of a small town versus 
those of a large city, the progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled because the 
sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to support the flow of the essay. Specific word 
choice helps to establish an appropriate tone and contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. In addition, the writer’s control of conventions also strengthens the essay’s effectiveness. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer immediately establishes a clear position that a big city provides the best career 
opportunities. The writer supports her position with appropriate examples taken from a movie 
and a television show. Both examples feature characters that relocate to big cities in search of 
careers in the arts. Although the writer’s synopsis of what happens to each character shows that 
the opportunity would not have been available in a small town, the overall development of her 
body paragraphs could be more specific (it was an opportunity she wouldn’t have received in 
her small town; the big city makes her dream of a career in dance one step closer). Overall, the 
strong focus, the controlled progression of ideas, and the good command of conventions 
outweigh the somewhat general development in this satisfactory writing performance. 
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer states her position in the last sentence of 
the essay, although it is clear from the very beginning that she greatly prefers larger cities 
over small towns. The development of ideas is narrowly focused on the ways in which “cities 
can make you feel like a fish in an ocean rather than a pond.” The writer’s approach to the 
prompt is thoughtful and original. Through her descriptive word choice, the writer 
encourages the reader (using the universal “you”) to consider the opportunities of life in a big 
city versus the stagnancy of life in a small town. In addition, the sentences are reasonably 
varied and controlled, and the conventions are good. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer of this satisfactory essay establishes the clear position that small towns are better 
than big cities. He uses a compare/contrast organizational strategy to focus on the negatives 
of living in cities (paragraph two) versus the positives of living in small towns (paragraph 
three). Within each body paragraph, the writer moves quickly from idea to idea, and the flow 
of the essay from sentence to sentence is not always seamless. However, the argument is 
largely convincing because the writer uses appropriate reasons and evidence. Specific word 
choice helps the writer establish a consistent persuasive tone, which contributes to the quality 
of the essay. 
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Score Point 4 

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose 
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully 
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly 
well suited to the persuasive task. 

 The writer establishes a clear position. All ideas are strongly related to the 
position and are focused on the issue specified in the prompt. By sustaining 
this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and coherent. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful 
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of 
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the 
writer’s train of thought easy to follow. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is highly effective. The argument is forceful and 
convincing because the reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the 
position are specific and well chosen. 

 The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to recognize 
the complexities of the issue, consider opposing or alternate points of view, 
use his/her unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing, or 
connect ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates a thorough understanding of the persuasive writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen 
awareness of the persuasive purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the 
task. Word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the essay. 

 Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. 
Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from the fluency 
of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of the 
conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay. 
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Score Point 4 
The writer clearly establishes the position that “city life is more comfortable and interesting 
for a person [her] age than living in a rural area.” She organizes her argument by juxtaposing 
the conveniences of urban living in Austin with the isolation of rural life (both on her 
family’s ranch and in Ireland). The argument is convincing because the writer uses her own 
unique experiences to effectively show why living in a city is more fun and interesting than 
life in a rural village. In addition, the writer uses meaningful transitions to “build” the 
argument from paragraph to paragraph, adding depth and making her train of thought easy to 
follow. A consistent command of conventions and well-controlled sentences contribute to the 
effectiveness of this accomplished essay. 
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Score Point 4 
In this thoughtful and engaging essay, the writer argues that small towns are better places to 
live because “you can actually know and love the people and places around you.” The 
argument is skillfully crafted because the writer combines cause/effect and compare/contrast 
organizational strategies, which are particularly well suited to the persuasive task. Using 
specific evidence, the writer develops the idea that, in small towns, people are truly 
connected to those around them, as opposed to city-dwellers, who sacrifice personal 
connections for convenience. The writer concludes the essay with a call to action, 
demonstrating a thorough understanding of the persuasive task. The specific word choice and 
overall strength of the conventions further contribute to the effectiveness of the essay. 
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Score Point 4 
In this concise, accomplished writing performance, the writer uses a compare/contrast 
organizing structure to develop the argument. He establishes a clear position in the last 
sentence of the first paragraph and maintains a tone that is appropriate to the persuasive task 
throughout the essay. Meaningful transitions (e.g., “The people are the seller, though”) and 
strong sentence-to-sentence connections make the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. 
The writer uses his own unique experiences as a basis for writing and connects ideas in 
interesting ways. For example, cities provide opportunities, from fresh fruit to social 
interactions, that small towns cannot provide. By recounting his discussion with a man on a 
bus, the writer effectively supports the idea that living in a city allows you to learn from all 
kinds of people. Purposeful and precise word choice further contributes to the quality and 
clarity of the essay. 



STAAR English II                            
April 2013                                                                                                                                   Persuasive – 16 

 
Score Point 4 
In this accomplished writing performance, the student asserts that living in a small town 
offers more wonders and joy than living in a city. The writer supports this position by using 
an analogy, comparing the difference between cities and towns to the difference between a 
bouquet of weeds and a single rose. The essay is thoughtful and engaging because the writer 
connects ideas in interesting ways. For example, in paragraph two, she contrasts the 
“excitement man creates” in cities to the “beauty nature creates” in small towns. In paragraph 
three, she argues that the friendships and sense of belonging found in a small town create a 
world that people themselves can control. Purposeful sentences and strong conventions 
contribute to the overall effectiveness of the essay. 




