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Grade 4 Writing 
Personal Narrative Prompt 

 

Look at the picture below.
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“Great work!” It’s always nice when another person says good things about
something you’ve done.

Write about a time when someone said you did a great job.

Be sure to —

• write about a personal experience
• organize your writing
• develop your ideas in detail
• choose your words carefully
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences 



STAAR Grade 4 Personal Narrative 

Score Point 1 

The narrative represents a very limited writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the narrative is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or 
literary devices that are only marginally suited to the narrative task, or they 
are inappropriate or not evident at all. Because the narrative is presented in 
a random or illogical way, the writer is not able to convey a sense of the 
experience. 

 Many of the details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer’s lack of 
focus on a specific personal experience weakens the unity and coherence of 
the narrative.  

 The writer’s narrative presentation is weak. Repetition or wordiness 
sometimes causes serious disruptions in the story line. At other times the 
lack of transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections makes one or more 
parts of the narrative unclear or difficult to follow.  

Development of Ideas  

 The development of the narrative is weak because the details are 
inappropriate, vague, or insufficient. They do not contribute to the writer’s 
portrayal of the experience.  

 The narrative is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is 
vague or confused. In some cases, the narrative as a whole is only weakly 
linked to the prompt. In other cases, the writer fails to establish a realistic 
situation or present motivations for behavior or actions. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no 
awareness of the narrative purpose. The word choice impedes the writer’s 
ability to relate the experience clearly. 

 Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, weakening the 
effectiveness of the narrative. 

 The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of 
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning. 
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Score Point 1 
Instead of writing about a personal experience, the writer provides a character sketch of her 
friend Liz. The writer attempts to develop the response by explaining why Liz is such a 
supportive friend. However, since the writer does not focus on a specific experience, and the 
piece is not in narrative form, the development is inappropriate to the specific demands of the 
prompt. The result is a very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 1 
In this obvious fantasy, the writer focuses on a time he had superpowers. Although the story is 
a narrative, it is inappropriate to the specific demands of the prompt because the writer does 
not establish a realistic situation.  Overall, the writer's response is confused and results in a 
very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 1 
The focus of this very limited writing performance is a day at school when the writer did a 
great job on his test. Although the descriptions of the morning routine, the ride to school, and 
the visit to the nurse weaken the unity and coherence of the narrative, the primary concern 
with this response is the weak control of conventions. Serious and persistent errors create 
disruptions in the fluency of the writing. The absence of punctuation reveals the writer's 
inability to construct basic sentences.        
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Score Point 1 
This very limited writing performance recounts the activities of a Saturday afternoon. 
Although the writer maintains an appropriate narrative form, the lack of focus on the chosen 
experience of learning to ride a bike weakens the unity and coherence of the piece. Many of 
the details, such as the tee ball practice and the trip to Academy, do not contribute to the 
writer’s intended focus. Overall, there is insufficient development of the experience of 
learning to ride a bike.  

 
 
 
 



STAAR Grade 4 Personal Narrative 

Score Point 2 

The narrative represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the narrative is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or responsive to the specific demands of the 
prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies or literary devices that are 
only somewhat suited to the narrative task. The writer is able to convey 
some sense of the experience. 

 Some details do not contribute to the narrative. The writer may focus on a 
specific personal experience but may not sustain that focus, limiting the unity 
and coherence of the narrative.  

 The writer’s narrative presentation is inconsistent. Sometimes repetition or 
wordiness causes minor disruptions in the story line. At other times 
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are too perfunctory or 
weak to support the logical movement of the narrative.  

Development of Ideas  

 The development of the narrative is minimal and remains at a surface level 
because there are few details, they are not always appropriate, or they are 
too general. For the most part, the details contribute only marginally to the 
writer’s portrayal of the experience.  

 The narrative reflects little or no thoughtfulness. In some cases, the writer’s 
response to the prompt is formulaic and demonstrates only a limited 
understanding of the writing task. In other cases, the writer establishes some 
elements of a realistic situation but may provide few motivations for behavior 
or actions. The narrative conveys little sense of why the experience was 
important to the writer. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the narrative purpose. The word choice limits the writer’s ability 
to relate the experience clearly.   

 Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, limiting the 
effectiveness of the narrative. 

 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor 
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.  
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Score Point 2 
In this response about the time the writer did well on a test, she recalls writing the 
composition, receiving the score for it, and taking pride in the accomplishment. Specific 
descriptive details about the sounds in the room and the emotions of the writer contribute to 
the portrayal of the experience. Self-congratulations (Then I tolled myself that I know I had 
done a great job) are acceptable because they are considered responsive to the specific 
demands of the prompt. However, the writer misspells some basic words (haret, tock, rote) 
and makes some usage errors that create disruptions in the fluency of the writing, resulting in 
a basic writing performance. 
 

 
 



STAAR Grade 4                     
April 2013                                                                            Personal Narrative – 6 

 
Score Point 2 
The focus of this response is the time the student made a score of 93 on a reading test. 
Although the writer maintains an appropriate narrative form, the extraneous details about 
arriving at school, eating breakfast, and going to the book fair limit the unity and coherence of 
the piece. The details related to taking the test and waiting for the score remain at a surface 
level and contribute only marginally to the writer’s portrayal of the experience. In addition, 
sentences are only somewhat controlled, and the writer's command of conventions is partial. 
Overall, this narrative represents a basic writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 
In this basic writing performance, the writer focuses on the time both his teacher and his 
mother congratulated him for making a grade of 100. After the teacher tells him he made 100, 
the writer anticipates his mother’s reaction to the good grade. However, the repetition of some 
elements of the experience weakens the narrative presentation, causing minor disruptions in 
the story line. Details remain at a surface level and reflect little thoughtfulness. 
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Score Point 2 
In this response about painting a picture and entering it in an art show, the writer maintains 
an appropriate narrative structure and is able to convey some sense of the experience. While 
it is not clear how much time passes between painting the picture, showing it to the art 
teacher, and entering the art show, the events seem to occur in chronological order. The 
development remains at a surface level, and some awkward sentences are evident. Overall, 
the narrative represents a basic writing performance. 



STAAR Grade 4 Personal Narrative 

Score Point 3 

The narrative represents a satisfactory writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the narrative is, for the most part, appropriate to 
the purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The 
writer uses organizational strategies or literary devices that are adequately 
suited to the narrative task. The writer is able to clearly convey the 
experience.  

 Most details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer 
focuses on a specific personal experience and generally sustains that focus. 
The narrative is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor 
lapses in focus. 

 The writer’s narrative presentation is adequately controlled. For the most 
part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections are 
sufficient to support the logical movement of the narrative. 

Development of Ideas  

 Specific details add some substance to the narrative. For the most part, 
these details contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the experience. 

 The narrative reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer demonstrates a good 
understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic situation and 
providing reasonable motivations for behavior or actions. The narrative 
conveys some sense of why the experience was important to the writer. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, specific and concrete. It 
reflects an awareness of the narrative purpose. Generally effective word 
choice allows the writer to relate the experience clearly. 

 Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part 
contributing to the effectiveness of the narrative. 

 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) 
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of 
the narrative.  
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Score Point 3 
The student focuses on a memorable baseball game when he was the hero of the team. For the 
most part, transitions and paragraph-to-paragraph connections are sufficient to support the 
movement of the narrative from pre-game activities to hitting the grand slam. While the 
writer’s descriptions of driving to the game and warming up are brief and somewhat 
superficial, his paragraph on the final inning of the game focuses on details that add some 
substance to the narrative and convey some sense of why the experience was important to 
him. The sentences are varied and adequately controlled. Although some spelling errors are 
evident, they do not affect the clarity of the writing. Overall, this narrative represents a 
satisfactory writing performance. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer focuses the narrative on two aspects of a soccer game: his nervousness before the 
game and the thrill of the moment when he makes the winning shot. Strong sentence-to-
sentence connections support the logical movement of the narrative, and the use of specific 
details not only adds some thoughtfulness to the development but also establishes a link 
between the experience and its importance. Generally effective word choice (signaling, 
whizzed) and controlled conventions allow the writer to relate the experience clearly in this 
satisfactory writing performance. 
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Score Point 3 
This satisfactory writing performance is focused on the writer's participation in a spelling bee. 
The writer demonstrates a good understanding of the narrative writing task by establishing a 
realistic situation and providing specific details (e.g., her nervousness and her reaction to 
losing) that contribute to the writer’s portrayal of the experience. In addition, the writer’s use 
of language reflects an awareness of the narrative purpose and allows her to relate the 
experience clearly. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer relates a time she participated in an informal reading competition with her friend. 
The narrative progresses steadily as the readers change classes and continue the challenge. 
The writer adequately controls the narrative by using simple transitions and sentence-to-
sentence connections that support the logical flow of the piece. Specific details about the 
writer’s self-doubt reflect some thoughtfulness and provide motivation for behavior. The 
writer’s observations of her physical surroundings—the feel of the book, the sound of 
classmates reading aloud, the smell of the cafeteria food—contribute to the portrayal of the 
experience in this satisfactory writing performance. 
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Score Point 4 

The narrative represents an accomplished writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The form or structure of the narrative is appropriate to the purpose and 
responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses 
organizational strategies or literary devices that are particularly well suited to 
the narrative task. The writer is able to skillfully convey the experience. 

 All details contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative. The writer focuses 
on a specific personal experience and sustains that focus, strengthening the 
unity and coherence of the narrative. 

 The writer’s narrative presentation is well controlled. Meaningful transitions 
and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the logical movement 
of the narrative. 

Development of Ideas  

 Specific, well-chosen details add substance to the narrative. These details 
contribute significantly to the writer’s portrayal of the experience.   

 The narrative is thoughtful and engaging. The writer demonstrates a 
thorough understanding of the writing task by establishing a realistic 
situation and providing plausible motivations for behavior or actions. The 
narrative conveys a good sense of why the experience was important to the 
writer. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is vivid and expressive. It reflects a keen awareness 
of the narrative purpose. Effective word choice enables the writer to recreate 
the experience in a way that conveys its importance. 

 Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the 
effectiveness of the narrative. 

 The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from 
the fluency or clarity of the writing. The overall strength of the conventions 
contributes to the effectiveness of the narrative. 
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Score Point 4 
The writer of this accomplished response initiates the narrative with his father’s promise of a 
new dog. Specific details and effective use of dialogue contribute significantly to the writer’s 
portrayal of the experience of building a dresser with his father. The writer returns to “a new 
dog” to end the narrative, a technique that unifies the story and shows evidence of a deliberate 
plan. The use of expressive verbs (wailed, yanked, chanted) reflects the writer's keen 
awareness of the narrative purpose, and varied, well-controlled sentences enhance the 
effectiveness of the piece. 
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Score Point 4 
In this accomplished performance, the writer sustains a narrow focus on a swimming race 
with her sister. The opening sentence successfully sets the scene for the race, and all of the 
details work together to build a vivid picture of the competitive siblings. The writer’s 
presentation is well controlled: the events in the narrative flow smoothly from the challenge 
through the warm-up, to the rules, the race, and the results. Specific, well-chosen details and 
effectively crafted dialogue enable the writer to skillfully convey the experience and the 
significance of the race when she finally beats her sister. The overall strength of the 
conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the narrative. 
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Score Point 4 
The writer recounts the time he learned to use the family’s washer and dryer. Specific details 
about the process of separating the clothes, loading the washer, pushing the correct buttons, 
and transferring the clean garments to the dryer add substance and strengthen the unity and 
coherence of the narrative. Meaningful transitions and varied sentences result in a narrative 
that flows well from one idea to the next. The effective imagery enhances the writer’s 
descriptions of the experience (I did it and the water started pouring in as if it was raining 
inside; It sounded like thunder and rattling). In addition, the overall strength of the 
conventions and the effective use of dialogue allow the writer to skillfully convey the 
experience. 
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Score Point 4 
In this engaging and well-controlled piece, the writer presents a narrative about the baseball 
game when he hit a walk-off grand slam home run. Using strong sentence-to-sentence 
connections, the writer controls the presentation of the story by carefully focusing on the most 
significant aspects of the game. Well-chosen details develop the key play of the game and 
build anticipation for the pitch and the homerun. The vivid, expressive word choice and varied 
sentence structures contribute to the effectiveness of the narrative and allow the writer to 
skillfully convey the full experience. 


