
Practice Test – Grade 6 Reading Answer Key 
 

Item 
Number Item Type TEKS 

Maximum 
Number of 

Points 
Correct 

Answer(s) 

1 Multiple Choice 2.C 1 B 
2 Multiple Choice 5.F 1 D 
3 Multiple Choice 9.E 1 A 
4 Multiple Choice 6.D 1 C 
5 Multiple Choice 5.G 1 D 
6 Multiple Choice 8.A 1 A 
7 Multiple Choice 9.C 1 C 
8 Multiple Choice 9.F 1 B 
9 Multiple Choice 7.D 1 B 

10 Extended Constructed 
Response 6.B 10 See Appendix 1.1 

11 Multiple Choice 2.B 1 A 
12 Multiple Choice 5.C 1 B 
13 Multiple Choice 9.D 1 A 
14 Multipart 7.A 2 A, D 
15 Multiple Choice 6.D 1 D 
16 Multiple Choice 9.F 1 B 
17 Multiple Choice 9.A 1 C 
18 Multiple Choice 7.C 1 C 
19 Multiple Choice 9.B 1 D 
20 Multiple Choice 2.B 1 D 
21 Multiple Choice 8.Diii 1 D 
22 Multiple Choice 5.H 1 A 
23 Multiple Choice 8.Diii 1 A 
24 Multiple Choice 6.C 1 D 
25 Multiple Choice 8.Di 1 C 
26 Multiple Choice 5.E 1 C 
27 Multiple Choice 5.E 1 D 
28 Multiple Select 5.E 2 A , D 
29 Multiple Choice 10.C 1 A 
30 Multiple Choice 10.Bi 1 C 
31 Multiple Choice 10.C 1 D 
32 Inline Choice 10.Bi 1 D 
33 Multiple Choice 10.Bii 1 B 
34 Multiple Choice 10.C 1 D 

35 Short Constructed 
Response 10.C 1 See Appendix 1.2 

36 Multiple Choice 10.Bii 1 A 



•

37 Multiple Choice 10.Bi 1 C 
38 Multiple Choice 10.Di 1 A 
39 Multiple Choice 10.Diii 1 B 
40 Multiple Choice 10.Dvii 1 B 
41 Multiple Choice 10.D 1 D 
42 Multiple Choice 10.D 1 C 
43 Multiple Choice 10.Dii 1 A 
44 Multiple Choice 10.Di 1 C 
45 Multiple Choice 10.Dviii 1 B 

Practice Test – Grade 6 Reading 
Appendix 

1.1 

Rationale: This prompt will allow students to explain how India’s reactions to a series of 
surprises help develop her character. Students could begin in one paragraph by focusing on the 
first surprise introduced in the story: Bessie the cow rushing the food table. When this happens, 
India freezes. Her father leaps up and pushes her out of the way, and also tells her that her 
speech had better be good to top the excitement of the cow. India is slow to react. She simply 
looks around and sees what has happened without seeming to react at all. The students could 
show how this leads directly to the second surprise: the arrival of an important letter. In another 
paragraph, students could show how India reacted to the surprise arrival of the letter. The 
student could provide details about how she notes the fancy appearance and reads it several 
times to herself before finally and simply reading it out loud carefully and word-for-word. 
Students could point out how she is unable to finish reading because of the delighted reaction of 
her family and the crowd, and they could write how she sees her brother’s proud reaction. 
These things taken together, students could write, show the importance of family to India and 
how she wants to make them all proud of her. Students could tie all of this information to show 

Read t he story from The Most Marvelous International Spelling Bee. Based on the details in the st ory, writ e a response to the following : 

Explain how I ndia's reactions to a series of su rprises help develop her character. 

Writ e a well-organized essay that uses specifi c ev idence from the st ory t o support your answer. 

Remem ber to -

• clea rly state your controlli ng idea 

orga nize your wr it ing 

• develop your ideas in detai I 

• use ev idence from th e se lection in you r response 

• use correct spelling, capit alizat ion, punct uat ion, and g ram mar 

Manage your t ime carefu lly so that you can -

• review the se lection 

• plan your response 

• wri t e you r response 

• revise and edit your response 

Writ e your response in th e box prov ided . 



that India is slow and careful to react, and they could tie this back to the beginning of the story 
where India is nervous and finally settles herself by listening to a voice in her head. She was 
nervous, but the voice encouraged her. The same thing happened with the letter. In conclusion, 
students could show that surprises help develop India as slow but careful to react and very 
conscious of the family and friends in her life. 
 
 
Reaction to the surprise of Bessie running onto the stage: 

• First she freezes, then she is helped by her father, who says she needs to make a good 
speech to top the excitement of the cow. 

• She looked out across the chaos from her safe position and watches her neighbors, but 
does not yet act. This suggests she is not quick to react, but takes time to think about 
things that are happening. 

• This goes along with information at the beginning of the story where she listens to the 
voice in her head before acting. She was nervous, but the voice encouraged her. 

Reaction to the surprise of the letter arriving: 
• She notes the fancy appearance of the letter and opens it in front of everyone. 
• She reads it quietly to herself, surprised by the contents. 
• She simply and carefully reads the letter aloud to everyone. 
• She is unable to finish because of her family’s reaction. 
• She sees that her brother is proud of her. 
• This emphasizes the importance of her family and neighbors in her life. 
• It also emphasizes how she is slow to react. She does not tell the audience what the 

letter says or anything in her own words. She simply reads the letter and enjoys the 
crowd’s reaction to it. 

 
1.2 

 
The response is a complete sentence that expresses the ideas in a clear and effective way. 
 
 

 
 

Sentence 14 needs to be rev ised. I n the space provided, rewrit e sentence 14 in a clear and effect ive way. 
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