
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student 
Programs Division Webinar

Thursday, January 27th, 2022 
1:00pm-2:30pm 



We equip school systems 
to increase awareness, 

promote equitable access, 
and improve outcomes 

for all special populations.
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Webinar Objectives and Outline

Provide updates, reminders, and key action items for staff to apply 
in preparation for the school year.

Agenda
 Pregnancy Related Services
Military-Connected Student Programs
McKinney-Vento 
 Foster Care and Student Success
 At-Risk Awareness



Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs Division 

Kelly Kravitz, MPSA
Director
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs
Phone: 512-463-9235
Email: Kelly.Kravitz@tea.texas.gov

Cal Lopez
State Coordinator
Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth 
(TEHCY) Program
Phone: 512-463-9017
Email: Cal.Lopez@tea.texas.gov

Jordan Brown
Special Projects Coordinator
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs
Phone: 512-463-9467
Email: Jordan.Brown@tea.texas.gov

LaTrenda Watson
At-Risk State Coordinator
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs
Phone: 512-463-9414
Email: LaTrenda.Watson@tea.texas.gov

Christina Page
Attendance Specialist
Financial Compliance Division
Phone: 512-463-9530
Email: christina.page@tea.texas.gov

mailto:Kelly.kravitz@tea.texas.gov
mailto:cal.lopez@tea.texas.gov
mailto:Jordan.brown@tea.Texas.gov
mailto:LaTrenda.Watson@TEA.Texas.gov
mailto:christina.page@tea.texas.gov


Pregnancy Related 
Services Updates



PRS FAQ

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/prs-faq-nov-2021.pdf


PRS Resources

Student Attendance 
Accounting Handbook: 

Section 9

Compensatory Education 
Home Instruction

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/saah2122-proposed.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/pregnancy-related-services


PRS Resources

SB 15 FAQ

State Waivers

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/sb15-faq.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/waivers/state-waivers
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Virtual Instruction Options

Remote conferencing - SAAH 12.3.1

• Allows for 20 days of remote instruction provided 
synchronously for 4 hours every school day with attendance 
taken at a snapshot time.

• Must have a doctor's note.
• May request an “other” waiver, with a doctor’s note to 

extend beyond the allowable cumulative 20 instructional 
days. (Note: This wavier may be extended to the newborn.)

• Fear of Covid is not a medical reason.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/remote-conferencing-faq.pdf
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Virtual Instruction Options

Virtual instruction through SB 15 - SAAH 12.6

• If an LEA and the student meet criteria from SB15, a student may
be served daily through a synchronous or asynchronous (requires
board approval and posted learning plan) instruction method.

• Please read all eligibility criteria.
• Every student served the majority of their instructional time

through a remote method counts towards the LEA’s 10% cap.
• If a student has more than 10 absences, they are no longer

eligible for ADA funding (ADA code 9) until they return to
campus.
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Virtual Instruction Options

Remote Homebound Instruction - SAAH 12.3.3

• (4 hours=1 week) requires an approved waiver. The student must:
• be experiencing prenatal or postpartum complications and receive a doctor’s note for

remote PRS stating a medical reason why they student cannot be served by in-person
CEHI, or

• meet the eligibility criteria in Section 12.3.3 of the SAAH (qualify as “medically fragile”).
Note: this eligibility can be extended to the student if their newborn qualifies as medically
fragile.

The school must submit an “Other” Waiver to provide remote 
homebound instruction to a student. For more information on 
submitting a waiver for remote homebound instruction, see the State 
Waivers Guidebook, page 28.

https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/financial-compliance/student-attendance-accounting-handbook
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/peims/standards/1314/e0999.html
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/state-waivers-guidebook-21-22.pdf


Resources for Teen Parenting

Parenting and Paternity Awareness

Beginnings Guide

Parents as Teachers

Texas Association Concerned With 
School Aged Parenthood

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/child-support/programs-and-initiatives/parenting-and-paternity-awareness
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Guide%20to%20Pregnancy-%20English.pdf
https://parentsasteachers.org/who-we-are-index
https://www.tacsap.org/


1/31/2022

Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Financial Compliance

Christina Page
Attendance Specialist

(512)463-9530

TEA Financial Compliance 
Division

https://tea.texas.gov/Finance_a
nd_Grants/Financial_Complianc

e/Financial_Compliance/

Email: 
christina.page@tea.texas.gov

https://tea.texas.gov/Finance_and_Grants/Financial_Compliance/Financial_Compliance/
mailto:christina.page@tea.texas.gov


Military-Connected 
Student Program 
Updates



Military-Connected Students by Region
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Military-Connected Student Type

Military Status 2020 2021

Active Duty 72,442 71,131

Fallen in the Line of Duty 212 1,182

Pre-K 9,405 8,525

Reserve 12,498 12,366

TX National Guard 6,136 6,599

Veteran 15,175 66,118



Texas Veterans Portal



Education Benefits for Dependents of Fallen Service Members

Fry Scholarship*

• Tuition (full in-state tuition costs at public schools and up to $22,805.34 
per year for training at private or out-of-state schools)

• Housing
• Books and supplies

• College or graduate degree programs
• Career-training certificate courses
• Educational and career counseling
• Apprenticeships
• On-the-job training

Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational Assistance 
(DEA) program (also known as Chapter 35)*

www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/
*student may only utilize one of these programs

http://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/


Children of Fallen 
Patriots Foundation



Purple Star Campus Designation

Applications will be accepted this Spring!

• 161 total campuses in Texas.
• Feedback has been provided to schools that did not 

receive the designation for the 2021-2022 school year. 
We encourage you to reapply this year!

• Schools that received the designation in the 2020-2021 
school year must reapply this Spring (process TBA).

• Sign up for TAA emails to be notified of application period 
dates.



Purple Star Application Update

The Purple Star Campus application is undergoing an update. 

• Specific duties of the campus Military Liaison
• Written narratives of activities
• How services improve the school experience of military-connected 

students.
• Etc…

Question changes

List of acceptable types of evidence 

Scoring Rubric



McKinney-Vento Updates



Student Experiencing Homelessness by Region | 2020-2021
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American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase I Grant Funds
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SEA Allocation
$3,637,095 

LEA Allocation 
$16,700,000 

Total Award  
$20,337,095



TEHCY and ARP Homeless I – TEHCY Supplemental Grants
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TEHCY Subgrantees 
Two Grants/NOGAs

Grant Name 2021-2022 TEHCY Grant 2021-2024 ARP Homeless I -
TEHCY Supplemental Grant

Application Due Date June 8, 2021 February 16, 2022

Funding Source
2021-2022 TEHCY

Grant NOGA

2021-2024 ARP Homeless I 
–TEHCY Supplemental Grant 

NOGA



TEHCY and ARP Homeless I – TEHCY Supplemental Grants
Topic TEHCY Grant ARP Homeless I – TEHCY Supplemental Grant

Funding Source Education for Homeless Children and Youth 
Grant (McKinney-Vento Act)

ARP - Homeless Children and Youth (ARP Act of 2021)

Grant Purpose and Intent Competitive grant program that provides 
additional capacity to promote school 
stability, facilitate enrollment, identification, 
attendance, and academic outcomes for 
homeless children and youth.

Provide 2021-2022 TEHCY subgrantees additional 
funding to increase their capacity to address the 
unique needs of homeless children and youth due to 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Funding Cycle 09/01/21 – 08/31/2022 09/01/21-08/31/2024

Grant Posting Date March 19, 2021 November 19, 2021

Application Due Date June 8, 2021 February 16,2022

Eligible Applicants LEAs and ESCs All 2021-2022 TEHCY Subgrantees (92)

Total Grant Funding Amount $8,304,662 $16,609,324

Grant Funding Amount 2021-2022 TEHCY Grant Award 2021-2022 TEHCY Grant Award x 2

Pre-Award Costs Start Date Not Applicable Yes – September 1, 2021

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021.  All rights reserved.



Purpose of the 2021-2024 ARP Homeless I - TEHCY Supplemental Grant Program

Provide 2021-2022 TEHCY subgrantees additional funding to increase their 
capacity to address the unique needs of homeless children and youth, due to 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic by:

Hiring staff, dedicating resources, building partnerships with 
community-based organizations, and other strategies

Implementing a data-driven plan that facilitates identification, 
enrollment, and wraparound services

Provide academic strategies to assist with dropout recovery, 
academic progress monitoring, and summer programs resulting in 
increased academic achievement



ESC Capacity Building and ARP Homeless I Supplemental Grants
Topic ESC Capacity Building Grant ARP Homeless I – ESC Capacity Building 

Supplemental Grant

Funding Source Education for Homeless Children and Youth 
Grant (McKinney-Vento Act)

American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and 
Youth (ARP Act)

Grant Purpose and Intent To assist the agency with technical assistance, 
professional development, resource 
development to strengthen regional 
implementation of TEHCY program and services

To assist the agency with ARP-Homeless I state-
wide activities to support implementation 
of TEHCY program and services

Funding Cycle 09/01/21 – 08/31/2022 09/01/21 – 08/31/2024

Grant Posting Date June 24, 2021 October 29, 2021

Grant Application Due Date August 23, 2021 January 3, 2022

Eligible Applicants All 20 ESCs All 20 ESCs

Total Grant Funding Amount $1,000,000 $3,000,000

ESC Grant Funding Amount $50,000 $150,000

Pre-Award Costs Start Date Not Applicable Yes - September 1, 2021
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Purpose of the 2021-2024 ARP Homeless I – ESC Capacity Build Grant Program

Provide ESCs with additional funding to assist the agency with regional and local 
technical assistance, professional development, capacity building, community and 
stakeholder engagement activities, and dissemination of materials :

ESC grantees will utilize a data-driven plan to support all LEAs within 
their region with identification, enrollment, and wraparound services 
for student experiencing homeless

Develop partnerships with regional community-based 
organizations (CBO’s)

Provide academic strategies to assist with early interventions and 
ongoing progress monitoring resulting in increased academic 
achievement



ESC McKinney-Vento 
Liaison Contacts



American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase II Grant Funds
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SEA Allocation
$6,051,359 

LEA 
Allocation

$55,000,000 

Total Award  
$61,051,359



ARP Homeless II Grants
Topic ARP Homeless II Grants
Funding Source American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth

(ARP Act)

Grant Purpose and Intent Funding for all LEAs to address the unique needs of homeless 
children and youth due to the impact of COVID-19 pandemic

Application Type eGrant Application

Anticipated Grant Posting Date Friday, February 25, 2022

Eligible Applicants LEAs and ESCs

Eligible Applicants LEAs are eligible to apply for an individual grant if their ARP 
Homeless II allocations is at least $5,000

Eligible Applicants LEAs are required to join an SSA if their allocation is less than $5,000

Total Grant Funding Amount $55,000,000

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021.  All rights reserved.



2021-2024 ARP Homeless II eGrant

 LEAs may apply individually or as an SSA Member

 LEAs and ESCs will need to complete an Application Designation and 

Certification (ADC) Form

 Anticipated Release Dates

 Friday, February 25th | ADC window for LEAs will open 

 Friday, February 25th | 2021-2024 ARP Homeless II Federal eGrant application will open

 Program guidelines, sample application, and entitlement list will be posted on 

the TEA Grant Opportunities page.

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021.  All rights reserved.

https://tea4avalonzo.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx


ARP Homeless II Grant Webinar

36

Early March 2022
More information coming soon!



Foster Care & 
Student 
Success Updates



Students in Foster Care by Region



Foster Care & Student Success Guide

 Texas Education Agency

 Texas Department of 
Families and Protective 
Services

 Children's Commission



Training Opportunities

Foster Care 
Guide 

Overview

Feb. 18, 2022

Chapter 1-3

Mar. 25, 2022

Chapters 4-5

Apr. 29, 2022

All sessions will be from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.



Tuition & Fee Waiver

This is a state law that exempts 
or waives payment of tuition 
and fees at state-supported 
colleges or universities for 
foster youth currently or 
formerly in the conservatorship 
of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services 
(DFPS) and for those adopted 
from DFPS.

 Please contact one of the
following to determine
eligibility:

 Contact your Regional
Adoption Staff

 Contact your
Preparation for Adult Living
(PAL) Statewide Staff or

 Call: 800-233-3405

NOTE: A student must enroll in a Texas state 
supported college or university before the age of 
25 to activate the lifetime tuition and fees waiver. 

https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Adoption/adoption_support.asp#contacts
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Preparation_For_Adult_Living/PAL_coordinators.asp
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Preparation_For_Adult_Living/PAL_coordinators.asp


Tuition & Fee Waiver Process

Source:
Texas 

Children's 
Commission

http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/media/83925/tuition-waiver-final.pdf


At-Risk Awareness 
and Updates



At-Risk Updates

 Child Abuse and Prevention Toolkit

No, Go Tell Posters
• Mandated by TEC § 38.0041; TAC § 61.1051
• Post the Child Abuse Hotline 11X17 in English & Spanish
• High traffic areas examples: (hallways, water fountains, counselor's office)
• Post at student eye level

https://tea.texas.gov/preview-link/node/413646/5b6e88ab-b3ef-4bad-95ad-d902ad06cdeb
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/prevention-and-awareness-of-child-abuse-neglect-including-trafficking-of-a-child-toolkit-and-resources
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.38.htm
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter061/ch61ee.html


1/31/2022

Connect with Your At-Risk Students

 Listen to show you care:
Be available for these students who 
just need to talk. If you know a student 
who would benefit from a mentorship 
environment, recommend them for 
the program at your school.

 Provide support:
Build moments of opportunities to 
speak with the students to see 
what resources they need to be 
successful.

 Build trust through honesty: 
Show the student that you value their 
opinion. Communication that is honest 
and kind will be valuable to building a 
trusted relationship with the student.

Source: The Art of Education

https://theartofeducation.edu/2018/09/10/5-ways-to-build-relationships-with-at-risk-students/


Resources to Support At-Risk Students

 Student Success Initiative – Community Partnerships

 At-Risk Youth Programs

 Youth.gov

 Supports for students considered At-Risk

https://tcpschools.org/
https://atriskyouthprograms.com/
https://youth.gov/shared-resources
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/risk.pdf


General Updates



Upcoming Trainings and Events

Highly Mobile and At-Risk Webinar
 March 31st, 2022 1:00-2:30 pm CST

ARP Homeless II eGrant Webinar
 Early March 2022 – More information coming soon!

Foster Care Guide Webinars
 February 18, 2022 10:00-11:30 am
 March 25, 2022 10:00-11:30 am
 April 29, 2022 10:00-11:30 am

51



January Awareness Events

Human Trafficking 
Prevention Month

National 
Mentoring Month



Sign Up for Updates!
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