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Webinar Objectives and Outline

Provide updates, reminders, and key action items for staff to apply 
in preparation for the school year.

Agenda
 Legislative updates
 Transition Assistance Rule Guidance
 Back to School Reminders
McKinney-Vento Program and Grant Updates
 Purple Star Campus for Military-Connected Students
 Foster Care & Student Success Updates
Mental and Behavioral Health Updates
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Legislative 
Updates



Highly Mobile and At-Risk Students

• Updated the state compensatory education funding allotment to include more funds for students
experiencing homelessness. The change entitles school districts to multiply the basic allotment by the
highest weight (0.275) for each homeless student.

Compensatory Edu. & McKinney-Vento | Increased Funding (HB 1525)

• Expands free Pre-K eligibility for students from other state foster care systems (current or former) who
reside in Texas.

Pre-K Eligibility for Students in Foster Care (HB 725)

• School districts operated by Texas universities may prioritize military-connected students for enrollment or
on waitlists for enrollment.

• These districts may enroll and receive funding for a student who does not reside in the state due to their
guardian's military deployment or transfer, if the student was previously enrolled in school in the state.

Enrollment in Texas University School Districts (HB 4124)



Human Trafficking and Child Abuse Prevention

• Requires TEA to provide inkless, in-home, DNA identification kits to all LEAs, to be distributed by
the LEA to the parent or legal guardian (upon request) for Kindergarteners to middle school
students.

DNA Kits Available Upon Request (SB 2158)

• All public and private schools must post warning signs about offenses and penalties relating to
human trafficking of minors on and around school premises.

Warning Signs on School Campuses about Human Trafficking (SB 1831)

• Amends aspects of the Child Abuse and Mandatory Reporting training requirements, concerning
frequency of training and tracking of employee participation.

Adjustments to Mandatory Reporting Training Tracking (SB 1261)



At-Risk and Mental Health

Minimum Requirements for Accelerated Instruction (HB 4545)

• Sets the minimum requirements for all students who did not perform satisfactorily to
receive supplemental accelerated instruction so they may achieve satisfactory
performance in the applicable subject and grade level.

Suicide Prevention Awareness (SB 279)

• Each student ID card issued by a public school to a student in grade six and higher must
have printed on the card the contact information for the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline (1-800-273-TALK) (8255), the Crisis Text Line (Text TX To 741741) and may have
printed on the card information for a local suicide prevention hotline, if available.



9/21/2021

Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?



Transition Assistance Updates: 
Commissioner Rules to Support School Transitions 
for Students Experiencing Homelessness or in 
Substitute Care (19 TAC Chapter 89, FF)



On the Horizon - Future Updates:
Proposed rule strengthening and refinement opportunities - Spring 2022/Summer 2022
 Clarify enrollment conference intention is for when a new student changes schools

and enrolls at a new school (TAC § 89.1605(b)).

 Removal of word 'transfer' throughout. Students experiencing homelessness or in
foster care, do not qualify, as a transfer student when changing schools.

 Strengthening Educational and Extra-Curricular Programs section (TAC § 89.1611).
Currently, addresses UIL requirements for students in foster care.

 Ensure the language in the rule concerning award of credit (TAC § 89.1607)
is aligned with the award of credit policy in the TAC.



Enrollment Conference – Implementation Considerations:

 Capacity: Depending on the number of new students enrolling in an LEA there may
not be capacity to ensure an Enrollment Conference is conducted within the first 2
weeks of school for all new students.**In some instances, McKinney-Vento students
are not verified eligible for McKinney-Vento, until after the 2-week period.

 Similar meetings/alignment: An enrollment conference or similarly purposed
meeting may already be occurring. The intent is not to duplicate this process. Ensure
that all components of the enrollment conference are addressed and if there is an
opportunity to supplement or enhance an existing process to address these items,
feel free to do so.

 Meeting structure flexibility: An enrollment conference or similar meeting can occur
in many forms. LEAs have flexibility with the location and venue for how these
meetings occur.

 Record's retention: LEAs should follow local procedures for meeting and record
keeping, concerning enrollment conferences.

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021.  All rights reserved



Rule Requirements § 89.1605 - Enrollment Conference

Districts and open-enrollment 
charter schools must:
Convene an enrollment conference 
with the student within the first two 
weeks of enrollment (*at a new 
school) or within the first two weeks 
after the student is identified as 
homeless or in substitute care.

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021.  All rights reserved



New Tools Coming Soon

Key Content:
 Enrollment Conference

definition
 Topics for discussion
 Key people to include



New Tools Coming Soon

Key Content:
 Welcome packet items
 Topics LEAs already provide
 Considerations for students

experiencing homelessness
or foster care.



New Tools Coming Soon

Key Content:
 Strategies to ease school

transitions
 Key points of contact
 Student Ambassadors



New Tools Coming Soon

Key Content:
 Reminder of nutrition

benefits eligibility
 Strategies to streamline and

expedite



Upcoming Trainings

Transition Assistance Training Series:

 Part 1
 Friday, 10/22 (10:00 am – 11:30 am)

 Part 2
 Wednesday, 11/10 (10:00 am – 11:15 am)

 Part 3
 Friday, 12/3 (10:00 am – 11:15 am)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89860142726
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86071214386
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496062350
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?



Back to School 
Reminders for Highly 
Mobile and At-Risk 
Students



Back to School for Highly Mobile and At-Risk Students

General reminders:
Enrollment conferences
Campus contacts: create opportunities

for building a trusting relationship
Provide student with accountability and

encouragement
Infuse trauma-informed strategies when

working with students
Connect with the students
Advocate for the students



Immunization – Provisional Enrollment for Students

Immunization

Provisional Enrollment Resource, Imminuzation Unit, Texas Department of State Health Services

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/docs/school/E11-13255.doc


Academic Reminders – FAFSA/TASFA Completion

 Starting in the 2021-2022 school year,
all students enrolled in the 12th grade must
do one of the following in order to graduate (TEC §
28.0256):

 Complete and submit a Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA);

 Complete and submit a Texas Application for
State Financial Aid (TASFA); or

 Submit a signed opt-out form. TEA Website for more information

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/TEC%2028.0256%20.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/financial-aid-requirement


HB 4545 & At-Risk Students
HB 4545 sets the minimum requirements for all students who did not perform 
satisfactorily to receive supplemental accelerated instruction so they may achieve 
satisfactory performance in the applicable subject and grade level.

The retention requirement in grades 5 & 8 has been removed. There is only one 
reading and math assessment opportunity.

When a student does not pass a STAAR assessment (any subject) in grades 3 – 8 or 
EOC, the school district must provide supplemental accelerated 
instruction/tutoring in the failed subject area during the following school year.

Highly Mobile and At-Risk students will benefit from collaboration 
among district/campus staff to ensure students are being properly academically 
identified and served. It is important that students are provided all eligible services 
and that staff work together to ensure students receive support.

HB 4545 District
Overview
 Frequently Asked

Questions
 Texas Tutoring

Supports

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/hb-4545-overview.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/house-bill-4545-frequently-asked-questions_0.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/texas-tutoring-supports
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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McKinney-Vento Program 
and Grant Updates



TEHCY Program Technical Assistance and Training Updates

 2020-2021 TEHCY Technical Assistance, Professional Development, 
and Support Grant awarded to Region 13 ended on August 31, 2021.
 TEHCY Technical Support Center services were transferred from 

Region 13 to TEA effective September 1, 2021.
 1-800 number is now operated by TEA.
 Future McKinney-Vento statewide trainings and resources will be 

provided by TEA in collaboration with ESCs.



2018-2020 TEHCY Infographic

2018-2020 TEHCY Infographic

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2018-2020-tehcy-infographic.pdf


McKinney-Vento Poster Updates
 TEA has shipped all poster orders to the

designated ESC McKinney-Vento Liaisons
 ESC McKinney-Vento Liaisons will be

distributing the posters to every LEA in their
region.
 McKinney-Vento requirement:Public notice of

educational rights of homeless children and
youth is disseminated in locations frequented
by parents or guardians of such children and
youth, and unaccompanied youth.

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A)(vi)



2021-2022 Texas Education for Homeless Children Youth 
Grant Updates

August 12, 2021,  
preliminary grant 
selection notices 
were announced

Awarded  
approximately 
$7.7 million in 

grant funds

92 subgrantees Serving a total of 
214 LEAs



American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase I and II Grant Funds

Designated to supplement 
McKinney-Vento Education 
for Homeless Children and 

Youth (EHCY) Funds

Administered by the Office 
of the State Coordinator for 
the Education of Homeless 

Children and Youth  
Program

States must allocate at least 
75% of the allocation to 

LEAs

States may reserve up to 
25% of allocations for state 

level activities

Total Grant Award 
$81,388,454

Phase I - $20,337,095
Phase II - $61,051,359



American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase I Grant Funds

SEA Allocation
$3,637,095 

LEA Allocation 
$16,700,000 

Total Award  
$20,337,095



American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase II Grant Funds

SEA Allocation
$6,051,359 

LEA 
Allocation

$55,000,000 

Total Award  
$61,051,359



TEHCY Grant and Program Training Updates

McKinney-Vento 101
 Tuesday, October 19th (1:00 pm - 2:30 pm)

More Information Coming Soon – October 2021
 2020-2021 TEHCY Subgrantee EOY Report Meeting (Year 3)
 2021-2022 New TEHCY Subgrantee Meeting
 ARP I Homeless Grant Meetings

More Information Coming Soon – November 2021
 ARP I Homeless Grant Meetings
 ARP II Homeless Grant Meetings



9/21/2021

Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Military-Connected 
Students



Purple Star Campus Designation Awards

45 campuses received the 
designation for the 2021-2022 

school year.
• Feedback will be provided.
• TEA will be accepting applications for new

campuses next Spring.
• Schools that received the designation last

year will need to reapply in the Spring
(process TBA).





Socioemotional Impact of School Moves

“I’m going to move again, so why bother making new 
friends?”

“Social and emotional stress can hinder a child’s
connection to the new school environment and exacerbate
the potential negative impact on the child’s academic
performance.”
 “Having a parent deployed in conjunction with a transition

may lead to increased depression and anxiety, sleeping and
eating difficulties, and disconnection from adults and
peers.”

Columbia University Center for Public Research and Leadership, Military Child Education Coalition. Mitigating the Impacts of School Mobility. (16). 
https://cprl.law.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/Publications/CPRL_2019_MCEC%20Toolkit_FINAL.pdf

https://cprl.law.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/Publications/CPRL_2019_MCEC%20Toolkit_FINAL.pdf


Purple Star Schools Support Students Socially & Academically

Designate a person at the school who supports families, students, 
and staff.

Host a webpage of resources for military-connected families to find 
what they need quickly.

Give students personal introductions to the school environment 
and help them meet new friends.

Recognize the sacrifices of military-connected students and families 
through school-wide events and initiatives. 



How can we get started?

https://www.militarychild.org/purplestarschools
https://mic3.net/state/texas/
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources


9/21/2021

Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Foster Care & 
Student 
Success Updates



Reminders for Students in Foster Care

Foster Care 
Liaison 

Appointed

Identification & 
Documentation 
(2085 & 2085E)

Immediate 
Enrollment

School 
Nutrition 
Benefits

Provide 
Training to 

Staff

Collaborate 
w/Child 
Welfare



9/21/2021

Forms for Student Identification and Support
2085 E

Document names:

 Foster Care/Residential
Care – 2085 FC

 Kinship or Other Non-
Foster Caregiver – 2085 KO

 Legal Risk – 2085 LR
 Education Decision Maker

– 2085 E (also required**)
 Court Order



Foster Care FAQ

Topics
• PEIMS coding
• Pre-K qualifications
• Post-secondary

education
Foster Care liaisons•

TEA Foster Care FAQ

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/foster-care-faq-2021-update.pdf


Upcoming Trainings

 Foster Care 101 – Tuesday,
October 26th, 1:30-2:30 pm
 Register Here

On the horizon - Foster Care
Guide Trainings:
 Fall 2021
 Spring 2022

 Sign-up for the Foster Care
Newsletter to receive training and
resource updates.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldOmurzsoGtJnEX0lh4uoLvaGSDq8wXTR


Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide 2.0 

*2 New Chapters*

Chapter 8
Every Student Succeeds Act
 ESSA Foster Care

Overview
 Educational Stability:

 School of Origin
 Education best-

interest
 Transportation

coordination
 Data collection and

reporting

Chapter 10
Trauma-Informed Education
 Traumatic childhood

experiences.
 Trauma-informed school

communities.
 Supporting mental and

behavioral health of
students in foster care.

 Truancy and discipline.
 Multi-tiered systems of

support.
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Mental and 
Behavioral Health



Mental Health, Grief, and Trauma-Informed Practices

Access Project Restore to Get Started! 

https://www.texasprojectrestore.org/


Mental and Behavioral Health Updates

 Invitation to join in the
ABC Summit

http://bit.ly/ABCSummit21

New Safe and Supportive
Schools Division – Transition



New School Mental Health Resources Launch Begins September 
2021

1. School Mental Health Practice Guide and Toolkit, Version 1
2. School Mental Health MTSS for a Safe and Supportive School, Online 

Learning Modules
3. Texas School Mental Health Website



Project AWARE Texas Goals

Increase and improve access to culturally competent and 
developmentally appropriate school and community-based mental 
health services.

Increase awareness and identification of mental health issues among 
adults working with young people.

Help students develop skills that promote resilience, self-regulation 
and pro-social behaviors, avert development of mental health disorders 
and prevent youth violence.

Develop an infrastructure that will sustain services at LEA/ESC's and 
build statewide capacity for promoting mental health awareness and 
evidenced-based practices.



ESC School Mental Health Professional Learning Community

Title IV, Part A
ESC Small and Rural 
Behavioral Health 

Capacity Building Grant

Develop a PLC with at least 5 
small/rural LEAs in each of the 

20 regions

Assess 
behavioral 

health needs in 
LEAs

Train and support LEA Cohort 
on Behavioral Health Practice 

Guide Tools

Build resources 
and 

relationships for 
collaboration 

between 
schools, LMHA's 

and other 
providers



*NEW* Project AWARE Grant 2021-2026

Click to add text
Address mental 

health challenges 
in 3 LEAs, serving 

over 24,850 
individuals

Continue 4 
overarching goals 

for current 
SAMHSA AWARE 

Grant

Strengthen 
mental health 
partnerships 

across the state 
to support 

school mental 
health
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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General Updates



Upcoming Trainings and Events
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Webinar
 November 18, 2021, 1:00-2:30 pm CST

Association for Compensatory Educators of Texas Conference
 October 27-29, 2021

 Texas School Mental Health Resources | October 27, 2021, 11:15 am - 12:30 pm
 TEA Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY) Program Updates | October 27, 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
 Foster Care and Student Success: Essential Information to Building Understanding and Supports for Students in

Foster Care | October 28, 2021, 11:15 am -12:30 pm
 Pregnancy Related Services in 2021-22 | October 28, 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
 Statewide Human Trafficking Prevention and Awareness | October 28, 1:15 pm – 2:15 pm

Mental and Behavioral Health Events
 Advancing Behavioral Health Collaboration Summit

 September 23 & 30, 2021 10:00 am -1:00 pm CST
 Texas Counseling Association Professional Growth Conference – November 5, 2021, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
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Highly Mobile and At-Risk Division – Upcoming Trainings

 Foster Care 101: Register Here
• Tuesday, October 26th (1:30 pm – 2:30 pm)

McKinney-Vento 101
• Tuesday, October 19th (1:00 pm - 2:30 pm)

 Transition Assistance Training Series:
• Friday, 10/22 (10:00 am – 11:30 am)
• Wednesday, 11/10 (10:00 am – 11:15 am)
• Friday, 12/3 (10:00 am – 11:15 am)

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldOmurzsoGtJnEX0lh4uoLvaGSDq8wXTR
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89860142726
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86071214386
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496062350


TEA COVID 19 Support | Public Health Orders

 Public Health Orders
 K-12 COVID-19 Testing Project
 COVID-19 Case Reporting
Other Resources
 COVID-19 Vaccinations

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#publichealthorders
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#project
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#reporting
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#other
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/covid-19-support-public-health-orders#vaccinations


Upcoming Awareness Events

September
Suicide Prevention Awareness Month

October
World Bullying Prevention Month





HM&AR Division Emails 

Military Connected Students
• MilitaryConnectedStudents@tea.texas.gov

Pregnancy Related Services
• PregnancyRelatedServices@tea.texas.gov

Foster Care and Student Success
• FosterCareLiaison@tea.texas.gov

Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program
• HomelessEducation@tea.texas.gov

Child Abuse and Neglect Awareness
• PreventingHumanTrafficking@tea.texas.gov

Mental and Behavioral Health
• MentalandBehavioralHealth@tea.texas.gov

https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Other_Services/Military_Family_Resources/
mailto:militaryconnectedstudents@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/texas_schools/safe_and_healthy_schools/pregnancy_related_services/
mailto:pregnancyrelatedservices@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/fostercarestudentsuccess/
mailto:fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Schools/Support_for_At-Risk_Schools_and_Students/Texas_Education_for_Homeless_Children_and_Youth_(TEHCY)_Program/
mailto:homelesseducation@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Schools/Safe_and_Healthy_Schools/Child_Abuse_Prevention/Child_Abuse_Prevention_Overview/
mailto:preventinghumantrafficking@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Schools/Safe_and_Healthy_Schools/Child_Abuse_Prevention/Child_Abuse_Prevention_Overview/
https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/Other_Services/Mental_Health/Mental_Health_and_Behavioral_Health/
mailto:Julie.wayman@tea.Texas.gov


Sign Up for Updates!
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