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SSES Overview

Who’s Eligible?

Last year, on October 1, 2021, the program expanded to be open to all students served through 
special education in grades PreK – 12th.  

What is the SSES Program?

The SSES Program gives a $1,500 first-come, first-served one-time grant to families of students served by 
special education who are enrolled in a Texas public school. 

What can families purchase?

With SSES accounts, families can purchase educational goods and services from the SSES marketplace –
an online shopping platform. 

All items are reviewed and approved or denied by the SSES Program Team.
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How does the SSES program work?

Families may appeal 
an ineligible 

determination by 
filling out a form and 

providing proper 
documentation

Accounts are 
prioritized by 70% 

low-socioeconomic

ClassWallet has an 
online only 

marketplace with 
over 44 approved 
vendors and over 

900 service 
providers

Families must 
complete account 

activation 
requirements within 

30-days

Families may provide 
educational 

justification and 
agree to purchase 

requirements 

Region 10 informs 
families of why items 

are rejected

LEAs are required to 
inform eligible 

families of the SSES 
program

Families Apply at 
SSES.TEA.TEXAS.

GOV

TEA determines 
eligibility and 

informs family of 
decision as 

accounts are 
available

Region 10 (our 
grantee) 

approves or 
rejects EVERY 

order placed by 
families

$1,500 accounts 
are created per 
eligible students

Families place 
orders for goods 
from approved 

vendors or 
submit invoices 
from approved 

service providers

After families have 
spent $1,000 of their 

accounts or the 
funding expires –

they are sent a 
satisfaction survey

Families receive 
items they 
placed or 

invoices for 
services are 
completed



GEER I Funding
$30M

18,000 accounts

Started as Significant 
Cognitive –

Expanded in October to all 
students receiving special 

education services

GR Funding
$60M from SB 1716

($30M each year)

36,000 accounts

All students receiving 
special education services

ESSER III Funding
$20M

< 3,000 accounts

Medically Fragile 

Initial Funding
(All funneled through TEA)

Expanded Funding
(All expanded funding is granted to and funneled through Region 10)

GEER II Funding
$31M

18,600 accounts

All students receiving 
special education services

The SSES Program has secured an additional $111M, this will give SSES grants to a 
minimum of 57,000 additional students.



SSES Data Updates



To date, we’ve awarded accounts to over 75% of eligible applicants.

60,845
Total Awarded Accounts

42,380 18,465

Data as of July 28, 2022

30%70%

SSES gives priority to families with a low-socioeconomic status, TEA 
determines this based off a student’s Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) coding.   

Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) eligible Not Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) eligible

Over half of these 
accounts were 
awarded after  
May 1, 2022



97,563 99,856

2,834
9,155 11,952 12,982 14,136 15,560 16,741 17,645 19,716

31,925

45,546
50,616

65,171

76,147
83,132

89,658
95,137Of these applicants, 

roughly 83% are 
found to be eligible.

We have received almost 100,000 applications since January 2021.
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20222021

Data from July 28, 2022

The number of SSES applications continues to grow. 



SSES Purchases

828,863 total items purchased

Goods =
823,369 | 99.34%

Services =
5,495 | 0.66%

Technology 
76,384 | 32.24%

Technology 
Accessories 

30,700 | 12.96%
School Supplies 
96,552 | 40.75%

Desks & Chairs
15,467 | 6.53%

Education Materials
11,481 | 4.85%

Sensory Items
6,333 | 2.67%

Data from July 22, 2022

*242,411 items used as denominator from the top items – estimation due to a 
limitation of data.

Top Goods Breakdown*



SSES Purchases

Services Breakdown

▪ Services make up a slightly larger 
percentage of ORDERS at 3% as well 
(5,238 of 176,994 orders).

▪ There are 977 total service providers (361 
tutors, 478 therapists, and 138 
specialized services) available on the 
platform – 605 (61.9%) had had at least 1 
approved invoice.

▪ 5 service providers (companies or 
individuals) make up over 800 invoices.

Goods =
$60M | 96.3%

Services =
$2.3M | 3.7%

$62,181,335 total funds spent 
on the marketplace

Data from July 22, 2022
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Parent Quotes from 2021 Grants

My child is low functioning autism and I really didn’t 
think he would have any kind of future other than 
being placed in a supported living situation… His 
behavior in school has significantly improved and 
his attention and focus to his seated work activity 
it’s now up to 45 minutes compared to 5 to 10 
minutes per previous levels! His reading skills have 
improved from a second grade level to a fourth 
grade level! 

This program has allowed me to purchase many 
supplies and workbooks that will allow me and my 
son to work toward his educational goals at home. 
We are able to work together at a great pace and 
ensure that he will understand each lesson fully.

We are so incredibly grateful that we were allowed 
to be part of this program. I now have wonderful 
tools that are fun and educational for my son… The 
selection was vast and I was easily able to pick out 
items that interest my son. My deepest thanks!

The SSES program was extremely beneficial. It made 
it possible to get my child the learning materials 
needed to bridge the gap between school and at 
home learning. 

The goods I purchased allowed my non-verbal 
autistic daughter an opportunity to keep pace with 
her IEP goals at home and she won’t need ESY 
services this year.



SSES+ Program
For students identified as Medically Fragile
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THERE ARE TWO SSES PROGRAMS

SSES+ Medically Fragile SSES

WHO QUALIFIES?

Students identified as medically fragile Students served through special education

FUNDING?

$20M in ESSER III $121M total (GR Year 1 and 2, GEER I, GEER II)

SSES+ Medically Fragile v. SSES



whether the student receiving special education and related services is ALSO:

▪ in the age range of birth to 22 years, AND

▪ has a serious, ongoing illness or a chronic condition that has lasted or is anticipated to last at 
least 12 or more months or has required at least one month of hospitalization, and that requires 
daily, ongoing medical treatments and monitoring by appropriately trained personnel which 
may include parents or other family members, AND

▪ requires the routine use of medical device or of assistive technology to compensate for the loss 
of usefulness of a body function needed to participate in activities of daily living, AND

▪ lives with ongoing threat to his or her continued well-being.

TEXAS DEFINES MEDICALLY FRAGILE AS:

SSES+ Medically Fragile: Overview



IN TEXAS THERE ARE…

Only

students identified as 
medically fragile in Texas. 

Less than

of the total number of students 
served through special education.

2,642 0.5%

SSES+ Medically Fragile: Overview



SSES+ Medically Fragile SSES

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The SSES + Program is NEW in 2022 and will 
begin in August.

▪ Families of qualifying students will receive online 
accounts to purchase goods or services that help their 
student access public school and/or health related 
services at home or where care is provided. 

▪ SSES + accounts begin with a $5,000 grant. Families are 
able to request additional funds for more expensive 
items through TEA.

▪ There is enough funding for all students who are 
identified as medically fragile.

This is the same SSES Program that began in 
January 2021.

▪ Families of qualifying students will receive online accounts to 
purchase educational goods or services and must benefit 
their student's education.

▪ SSES accounts are one-time grants of $1,500.

▪ Not all students that qualify for the SSES program will receive 
accounts, TEA has limited funding and will award accounts in 
the order in which their application is received.

SSES+ Medically Fragile v. SSES



APPLICATION:

SSES+ families will apply using the same SSES application. If families have previously applied, they will 
be notified separately.

After families have applied, they will receive a separate email with SSES+ program details and timelines.

FUNDING & ACCOUNTS:

Families with SSES+ accounts will begin with a $5,000 online account and can request additional funds 
through an online form.

Families with current SSES accounts will receive an additional $3,500 in their current ClassWallet account.

SSES+ Medically Fragile: Overview



PURCHASES:

▪ Families will be able to purchase from all the vendors currently on the ClassWallet Marketplace and
additional stores are being added strategically and will be available at the launch of the program.

▪ Families will also be able to purchase items through the direct pay feature for items that may not be available on 
the marketplace – Assistance with adding direct pay vendors will be provided. 

▪ These accounts are separate from the current SSES program and will have different purchasing requirements 
aligned with the specific needs of the medically fragile community.

▪ Families will have a more curated list with webinars on how to request these funds and ideas on what to 
purchase – this will be available after the start of the program. 

▪ Like the current SSES program, all items requested must be approved by the SSES Team at Region 10. 

SSES+ Medically Fragile: Purchases



Resources for LEAs



TEA.TEXAS.GOV/SSES-medically-fragile

One-Pager: SSES+ 
Medically Fragile vs. SSES

One-Pager: SSES+ 
Medically Fragile Overview

Customizable Letter for 
LEAs for SSES+

Specific SSES+ Medically 
Fragile FAQs

SSES+ Medically Fragile: Resources for LEAs

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-medically-fragile


tea.texas.gov/SSESResources ▪ Important links for families

▪ SSES Technical Assistance – with contact information

▪ One-Page resources for families

▪ Customizable documents for families

▪ Videos for families

▪ SSES+ Medically Fragile Resources

▪ Additional Resources

▪ Link to service provider extension form

▪ LEA requirements under SB 1716 rule

Resources for LEAs - UPDATES

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts


Resources for LEAs

tea.texas.gov/SSESResources

LEA requirements under SB 1716 rule:
19 TAC §102.1601. Supplemental Special Education Services and 
Instructional Materials Program for Certain Public School Students 
Receiving Special Education Services.

(1) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools shall 
notify parents and guardians of students served by special 
education of the SSES program and how to apply.

(i) Requirements to provide information.

One-Page: Overview 
(English, Spanish, Vietnamese, 

Arabic, Simplified Chinese) 

Sample Letter
(English and Spanish)

TEA created resources for LEAs to 
fulfill this requirement:

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts


Resources for LEAs

tea.texas.gov/SSESResources

LEA requirements under SB 1716 rule:
19 TAC §102.1601. Supplemental Special Education Services and 
Instructional Materials Program for Certain Public School Students 
Receiving Special Education Services.

(i) Requirements to provide information.

TEA created resources for LEAs to 
fulfill this requirement:

ARD Committee 
Flowchart for ARD 

Meetings

One-Page: Overview 
(English, Spanish, Vietnamese, 

Arabic, Simplified Chinese) 

One-Page: How to 
access the online 

marketplace

(2) At the student's next admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) 

committee meeting, the ARD committee shall determine if a 
student has been awarded an SSES account. At this meeting, 
upon learning that a student has been awarded an account, the 
ARD committee shall provide:

A. information about types of goods and services that are 
available to the eligible student; and

B. instructions and resources on accessing the online 
accounts.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts


LEA Responsibility

Under SB1716 rule, LEAs must still be informing families about the SSES program.

TEA created this website with resources that are available to 
LEAs as well as the requirements under SB 1716:

tea.texas.gov/SSESresources

LEAs are encouraged to inform eligible families of the SSES+ Medically Fragile 
program in addition to the main SSES program. 

TEA.TEXAS.GOV/SSES-medically-fragile

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-resources-for-districts
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/sses-medically-fragile


Questions?

General Questions for Families and LEAs:
Contact the SSES Team at Region 10: 

Email: SSEShelp@region10.org
Phone: 1-855-773-3839

mailto:SSEShelp@region10.org
tel:1-855-773-3839
mailto:sseshelp@region10.org


Thank you!
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